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SUNDAY, MARCH 26, 2023
THE SYNAXIS OF ARCHANGEL GABRIEL
ST. MARY OF EGYPT
FIFTH SUNDAY OF THE GREAT FAST

SCHEDULE OF DIVINE SERVICES

Sunday, March 26: 10:20am Rosary, 10:45am 3™ Hour, 11:00am Divine Liturgy
for the deceased Michael and Hedwig Bacasa, by Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Bacasa
4pm Confessions and 5pm Divine Liturgy through Campus Ministry

Monday, March 27: 10am Confessions through Campus Ministry
4:30pm Confessions, 5:30pm Daily Vespers

Wednesday, March 29: 11am Terce-Sext ~ 3pm-4pm Confessions through Campus Ministry
5:30pm Presanctified Liturgy for Martin Golob on his birthday by Janine Kunitz

Saturday, April 1: Lazarus Saturday
12 noon Divine Liturgy with church cleaning to follow
4:30pm Confession, 5:30pm Great Vespers

Sunday, April 2: Palm (Blossom) Sunday

10:20am Rosary, 10:45am 3™ Hour, 11:00am Divine Liturgy

for Scarlett Revilak on her birthday by her family

4pm Confessions and Spm Divine Liturgy through Campus Ministry

7pm Light of the East Talk in Hall. A small dinner to be provided.
Lenten Vespers conclude this week. The service will be at 4pm at Sts. Peter and Paul Church in Tarentum,
with confessions at 3:30pm, and a simple meal to follow.

Confessions are available before Divine Liturgy. All divine liturgies are open for intentions. Call the office
or fill out the request form in the back of church and leave it in the sacristy.

AT THE DIVINE LITURGY TODAY..... As we approach the conclusion of our great fast journey, Saint Mary of
Egypt becomes our penitential ideal, showing us how to prepare for our PARTICIPATION in the memorial of Jesus’
redemptive acts. Like the apostles, we also accompany the Lord on His pilgrimage up to Jerusalem where, as the Hebrew
Christians are told, the High Priest (Jesus) will offer His sacrifice upon the sacred wood of that desolate tree.

SCHEDULE OF THE DEANERY PENITENTIAL VESPERS — The Great Fast Deanery Vespers will be celebrated,
each Sunday during The Great Fast Season at 4:00 p.m. preceded by The Holy Mystery of Reconciliation @ 3:30 p.m.
March 26 — Saints Peter & Paul Church, Tarentum, PA — Homilist: Very Reverend Fr. Frank A. Firko. This will be
a great penitential practice of prayer & self-denial if you wish to take it upon yourselves. Please make an effort to join us.

Important note regarding Liturgy intentions: If you are requesting a Divine Liturgy for the deceased, please note if the
date requested is the anniversary of their death. If for the living, please specify if it is for a birthday, anniversary, etc. This
will help schedule the Liturgy as accurately as possible, and will let Father know which setting to use. Thank you.




EPISTLE: Hebrews 9:11-14

But when Christ came as high priest of the good things that have come to be, passing through the greater and more
perfect tabernacle not made by hands, that is, not belonging to this creation,
he entered once for all into the sanctuary, not with the blood of goats and calves but with his own blood, thus obtaining eternal
redemption. For if the blood of goats and bulls and the sprinkling of a heifer’s ashes can sanctify those who are defiled so that
their flesh is cleansed, how much more will the blood of Christ, who through the eternal spirit offered himself unblemished to
God, cleanse our consciences from dead works to worship the living God.
~~~~~The message of today’s holy epistle lesson centers about the sacrifice that Jesus performed as our “High Priest,” and it is
taken from the letter to the early Jewish Christians. God’s plan for our eternal salvation came to fruition when Jesus, as the
representative of the human race, served as our High Priest in effecting once and for all time THE perfect sacrifice: His life
upon the tree of the holy cross in expiation for our sins. Already next week, we will commemorate solemnly all of the
redemptive acts performed during the last days of Jesus’ life. Throughout the Great Fast, we have striven to be worthy of and
prepared for our own PARTICIPATION in this memorial of the passion of the Lord. We now ready ourselves spiritually to
begin prayerfully and ascetically our total participation in all of these salvific events.

GOSPEL: Mark 10:32-45

They were on the way, going up to Jerusalem, and Jesus went ahead of them. They were amazed, and those who
followed were afraid. Taking the Twelve aside again, he began to tell them what was going to happen to him. “Behold, we are
going up to Jerusalem, and the Son of Man will be handed over to the chief priests and the scribes, and they will condemn him
to death and hand him over to the Gentiles who will mock him, spit upon him, scourge him, and put him to death, but after three
days he will rise.”

Then James and John, the sons of Zebedee, came to him and said to him, “Teacher, we want you to do for us whatever
we ask of you.” He replied, “What do you wish [me] to do for you?” They answered him, “Grant that in your glory we may sit
one at your right and the other at your left.”” Jesus said to them, “You do not know what you are asking. Can you drink the cup
that I drink or be baptized with the baptism with which I am baptized?” They said to him, “We can.” Jesus said to them, “The
cup that I drink, you will drink, and with the baptism with which I am baptized, you will be baptized; but to sit at my right or at
my left is not mine to give but is for those for whom it has been prepared.”

When the ten heard this, they became indignant at James and John. Jesus summoned them and said to them, You know
that those who are recognized as rulers over the Gentiles lord it over them, and their great ones make their authority over them
felt. But it shall not be so among you. Rather, whoever wishes to be great among you will be your servant; whoever wishes to
be first among you will be the slave of all. For the Son of Man did not come to be served but to serve and to give his life as a
ransom for many.”
~~~~~The Holy Evangelist Mark relates for us how Jesus now prepares for His last journey that will take Him “UP TO”
Jerusalem. Jesus took the twelve apostles aside and began to reveal to them exactly what was going to happen to Him. He told
of His betrayal, condemnation, trial, passion, and finally His death. The third day, however, He foretold that He would rise
from the dead. As Jesus predicted these happenings, Zebedee’s sons, the apostles James and John, approached Him with an ill-
timed request. They wanted to know if they could occupy “key positions” in Jesus’ “new kingdom.” They (with the other
apostles) completely misunderstood what Jesus was saying and where His “kingdom” would be. We also follow the Lord up to
Jerusalem now with “wonderment and fear” so that we could unite ourselves with Him and thus begin our own
PARTICIPATION in these salvific mysteries. Having participated in His acts for our redemption, we then can be worthy of
“key positions” in His “heavenly kingdom,” into which we are seeking entrance.

SACRAMENTAL RECONCILIATION WITH GOD: GREAT FAST CONFESSIONS.....In her wisdom, the
Church requires all faithful to make a sacramental confession during the Great Fast, as we commemorate the redemptive
acts of Christ. Let us all approach the loving Lord Jesus during this penitential great fast season, seeking His merciful
forgiveness through sacramental confession. In the Holy Mystery of Penance, we unburden ourselves of sin, and we
reconcile ourselves with God as we receive His true peace. During the Great Forty-Days, remember to make your
confession!

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED ~ Thank you to those who have signed up!

There are a number of Liturgical and social events on the horizon, and we are looking for volunteers. If you are interested
please speak with or contact Fr. Michael and/or sign up in the back of the church:

Lazarus Saturday Church Cleaning: April 1* after the Noon Divine Liturgy

Great and Holy Friday Vigil: April 7", shifts between 7pm and Midnight (between Burial Vespers / Procession and
Jerusalem Matins)

Archeparchial Choir Concert Reception: April 16", concert at 2pm, with reception to follow



TODAY IS THE LAST SUNDAY OF THE GREAT FORTY-DAYS FAST..... This is the fifth and final Sunday of
the Holy Great Fast. All of the penitential efforts of this greatfast season were performed in order to lead us to the cross
and then to the resurrection. The theme emphasized today, therefore, seeks to ready ourselves for our complete
participation in the mysteries of our redemption that are about to be reenacted. We also commemorate today Saint Mary
the Egyptian, a fifth-century actress from Alexandria, Egypt, who lived a wicked and immoral life. When finally
converted to Christianity, she became a sterling exemplar of repentance. She spent her entire life in prayer, fasting, and
showing perpetual contrition for past sins. In observing her memorial, the Church emphasizes that anyone can become a
saint—a holy person of God—despite anything that may have occurred in one’s past. Thus Saint Mary of Egypt is
presented as a model of a great penitent who had undergone a metanoia—a conversion experience—with a complete
change of heart by which she rejected her former evil ways. During these last five days of the Great Fast, we too must
strive to express our heartfelt contrition, great sorrow, and genuine repentance.

THE WEEK OF THE BRANCHES & LAZARUS SATURDAY .....This sixth and final week of the Great Fast is
called Palm Week, and our liturgical services take us with Jesus to Bethany where His friend Lazarus had just died. With
Palm Friday, March 31st, the penitential season of the Great Forty-Days Fast officially comes to an end. On The Saturday
of the Holy and Just Lazarus, April 1st, the Church commemorates Jesus’ raising of Lazarus from the dead and
emphasizes that this miraculous event is a prefiguration of His own resurrection and victory over death that will take place
next weekend. As the Lord called forth His friend Lazarus from the tomb, so also shall He some day do the very same
thing for each of us—His friends. Then on Palm (Blossom Sunday), April 2nd, we shall celebrate Jesus’ triumphal entry
into Jerusalem. This weekend is thus a festive interlude that celebrates this unprecedented miracle on Saturday and then
the proclamation of the kingship of Christ on Sunday. It is a transition leading from the end of the Great Fast into Passion
Week, the most solemn week of the year.

Holy Week Schedule 2023

Holy Tuesday ~ April 4
6pm: Confessions
7pm: Bridegroom Matins

Holy Wednesday ~ April 5
6pm: Confessions
7pm: Presanctified Liturgy with Anointing

Holy Thursday ~ April 6

6pm: Confessions

7pm: Vesperal Divine Liturgy

Last chance for Confessions before Easter Sunday.

Great and Holy Friday ~ April 7

9am: Strasti Matins

11am: Royal Hours

7pm: Burial Vespers with Procession followed buy Vigil before the Tomb until Midnight

Great and Holy Saturday ~ April 8

Midnight: Jerusalem Matins

10am: Vesperal Divine Liturgy for Holy Saturday

7pm: Resurrection Matins

Followed by the first opportunity for the Blessing of Baskets in the Hall

Great and Holy Pascha (Easter Sunday) ~ April 9
11am: Paschal Divine Liturgy
Followed by the second opportunity for the Blessing of Baskets in the Hall




How to Put Together a Traditional Easter Basket
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PASCHA - The Easter Bread (pron, pa-
ska.} A sweel, veast bread rich in cgps,
butler, ele. Symbolic of Christ Himsell wha

-t is our True Bread. Usoally a round lood
haked with a golden erust decorated with a
symbol indicative of Christ. Sometimes a
ceross ( — b of dough is placed on top encircled

hy & plait giving it a erowned elfect or Greek
ahbbreviatios for the name of Christ. The
letters XB indicate the Slavonic for Christ is

CHEESE (Slav. Hrudka or Sirels promn.
hroad-ka or si-rets) A custard-lype choese
shaped into a ball having @ rather bland but
sweel taste indicalive of the moderation that
Christinas should have in all things, Alse,
ereamed cheese is placed dna small dish
bolh are decorated with symbols (see
Pascha) oul of cloves or pepper balls.

Risen.

HAM (Slav Sunka - pron. shoon-ka.) The
flesh meat popular with the Slavs as the
main dish because of its richness and
symbolic of the great joy and abundance of
Easter. Some may prefer Lamb or Veal
This is usually well roasted or cooked as well
as other meats so that the festivily of the day
will not be burdened with preparation and all
may enjoy the Feast.

SAUSAGE (SLAV. Kolbasi - pron. kol-bu$-
i) A spicy, garlicy sausage of pork products,
indicative of God’s [avor and generosity.

EGGS (Slav. Pisanki pron. pi-siin-ki)
Hard-boiled eggs brightly decorated with
symbols and markings made with beeswax.
Indicative of new life and resurrection. %

HORSERADISH (Slav. Chrin pron. khrin)
Horseradish mixed with grated red beels.
Symbolic of the Passion of Christ still in our
minds but sweetened with some sugar
because of the Resurrection. A bitter-sweet
red colored mixture reminds us of the suf-
ferings of Christ.

BUTTER (Slav. Maslo pron. ma-slo) T'his
favorite dairy product is shaped into a figure
of a Lamb or small cross and decorated as
the cheese. This reminds us ol the goodness
of Christ that we should have toward all
things.

BACON (Slav. Slanina pron. sla-fi-na) A
piece of uncooked bacon cured with spices,
Symbolic of the overabundance of God's
mercy to us.

SALT (Slav. Sol’ pron. sol') A condiment
necessary for flavor reminding the Christian
of his duty o others.

These articles are placed in a wicker
basket and a ribbon or bow is tied to the
handie. A decorated candle is placed in the
basket and is lit at the time of blessing. A
linen cover usually embroidered with a
picture of the Risen Christ or symbol with
the words “Christ is Risen™ is placed aver
the food when brought to the Church,

In some places a large Easter Bread
(Pascha) is made and brought separately in
alarge linen cloth. If the origin ol the people
was from a wine growing area, a sweet wine
may be broughl.




