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Sunday After the Exaltation of the CrossSCHEDULE OF DIVINE SERVICES

Sun Sept 20:  Sunday After the Exaltation of the Cross
          7:45 am Rosary, 8 am Divine Liturgy
         IHO Chanel Revilak

         6 pm Divine Liturgy
         IMO Alice McClean by Christian Snowberger

Mon Sept 21:  6 pm Confessions, 7 pm Divine Liturgy with Panachida
                         IMO Marshall Meredith by Mary Ann Meredith

Fri Sept 25: 6 pm Confessions, NO DIVINE LITURGY

Sat Sept 26: 5 pm Confessions, 6 pm Great Vespers

Sun Sept 27: Eighteenth Sunday After Pentecost
         7:45 am Rosary, 8 am Divine Liturgy with Christian Initiation
         IHO Luca Stokes on his initiation into the Christian Life


         6 pm Divine Liturgy
       

Divine Liturgies are open for intentions for this new year. If you would like to make an intention for a Liturgy, please call the office or fill out request form in the back of the church and give it to Fr. Michael.






























ON-LINE GIVING:  If you wish to make a monetary donation to our parish – you can do so on our website or by using this QR code.  Remember every dollar helps support the mission of our parish community.  Thank you.
[image: ]

PRAYER FOR OUR FOUR SAINTLY BISHOPS:  Please pray for the causes of our four Saintly Bishops and ask them to intercede for your specific intentions: O Almighty God, our Lord, we bless You, we praise You, and we thank you for all the graces which You, in Your infinite mercy have bestowed upon us. We are especially grateful for giving us four saintly and heroic Bishops: Bishop Theodore G. Romzha, Bishop Paul P. Gojdich OBSM, Bishop Basil Hopko, and Bishop Alexander Chira, who, by their courage, charity, and intrepid faith, inspired our Ruthenian people in the darkest moments of their history. By their great sufferings, humiliating imprisonment, and violent death they gave living witness to their Catholic faith and glorified Your exalted name. Therefore, O Gracious Lord, glorify them in return by Your divine power and inscribe their names in the book of Your Saints. For you are holy, our God, and we render glory to You, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, now and ever, and forever, Amen. With Ecclesiastical Approbation Acknowledgment of answered prayers: Postulator’s office, 54 Riverview Avenue, Pittsburgh, PA 15214, U.S.A.

PRAYER FOR SEMINARIANS:  Saints Cyril and Methodius, Venerable Apostles of the Slavs and Patrons of our Byzantine Catholic Seminary, we place our Seminarians in your loving care. Help them to grow in humility, meekness and prudence.  Enkindle in them a burning zeal for souls. May their hearts be filled with the gifts of the Holy Spirit and may they learn to know and love the church so that they may always and everywhere think, speak and act with Her, the Glorious Spouse of Christ. May they become exemplars of generosity and detachment from the things of this world. But above all, O Venerable Patrons, help them to truly know, love and serve the Eternal High Priest, Our Lord Jesus Christ, whose priests they aspire to be. Amen. 

St. Michael the Archangel, Defend us in battle. Be our protection against the wickedness and snares of the Devil. May God rebuke him, we humbly pray. And do thou, O Prince of the heavenly hosts, By the power of God, cast into hell Satan and all the evil spirits, who prowl throughout the world seeking the ruin of souls. Amen.
WEEKLY OFFERINGS/LITURGY ATTENDANCE FOR September 20:
Offering: $595	Attendance: 8 am: 22	6 pm:	11		Total: 33

SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES: 
May God grant you many happy and blessed years!
9/1 Gerald and Alexandria Bacasa Wedding Anniversary
9/4 Rosalie Yeo
9/4 Theodora Kunitz
9/21 Mary Yahuschek
9/24 Chanel Revilak

Don’t see your birthday or anniversary? Let us know so we can update the directory!

MORNING LITURGY COFFEE SOCIAL VOLUNTEERS: It is important that we spend time in conversation with one another.  To make it truly a time of sharing – we ask everyone to sign up to host a Sunday.  We look forward to seeing you!

EVENING LITURGY SOCIAL: The next Sunday Evening Social will be next Sunday September 27, 2026. We look forward to seeing you!

BYZANTINE CATHOLIC WORLD: Interested in receiving the Archeparchy’s monthly newspaper?  Speak with Mary Dzurichko about getting signed up with Archeparchial events.

EASTERN CHRISTIAN FORMATION CLASSES (ECF):  Our ECF program meets the 2nd & 4th Sunday of the month at 5 pm in the hall.  For more info, please see Eugene Yeo

SAVE THE DATE: SAT. NOV 7TH FOR OUR SECOND SONGS & STORIES FROM THE MOUNTAINS: If you’re interested in volunteering for the event, please speak with Fr. Michael.  Please keep an eye open for more updates.

SAVE THE DATE: SUN. DEC. 6TH FOR THE 69TH ANNUAL ST.NICHOLAS CELEBRATION: Reserve your tickets for the premiere winter event of the Metropolia, no later than Sunday November 15th.  Adults $45, children ages 12 and under $20. 

SAINT OF THE DAY: 9/20 The holy martyr Eustace and his companions. Eustace was a Roman military leader in the time of the emperors Titus and Trajan. He was a righteous and merciful pagan. One day while hunting, he found a stag. In the stag’s antlers, a cross appeared, and Eustace heard a voice telling him to find a Christian priest and be baptized. He and his whole family were baptized and then left Rome for Egypt. Eustace was called back into service by Trajan during the barbarian invasions. After defeating the enemy, Eustace was arrested by the new emperor Hadrian for being a Christian. He was killed with his entire family. (118)
9/20 The holy martyrs and confessors, the Great Prince Michael, and his counselor Theodore, Wonderworkers of Chernigov. Prince Michael went to the Tartar horde with his counselor Theodore at the invitation of the Tartar ruler. When they refused to worship the idols upon their arrival, they were beheaded. Their relics are preserved in the Church of the Archangel in Moscow. (1244)
9/21 The holy apostle Quadratus of Magnesia in Greece, disciple of the Apostles. It is told that he, by his faith and diligence, gathered together the Church, which had been scattered by terror in the persecution of Hadrian the emperor. He also presented a book in defense of the Christian religion, worthy of the apostolic teaching, to that same emperor. (c. 130)
9/23 The conception of the holy prophet, forerunner, and Baptist John. On this day are celebrated God’s mercy, his wondrous deeds, and his wisdom. The story of the conception of Saint John is related in the first chapter of the Gospel according to Saint Luke.
9/26 The passing of the holy apostle and evangelist, John the Theologian, who, son of Zebedee, with his brother James and Peter was a witness of the transfiguration and of the passion of the Lord. At the cross he took Mary as his mother, at the command of the dying Lord. In the Gospel and his other writings, he shows himself to be a theologian. He was found worthy of contemplating the glory of the incarnate Word, which he saw and proclaimed throughout his life.  He died in exile on the island of Patmos. (cf May 8)









EPISTLE:  Galatians 2: 16-20
[bookmark: 56002017][bookmark: 56002018][bookmark: 56002019][bookmark: 56002020]Who know that a person is not justified by works of the law but through faith in Jesus Christ, even we have believed in Christ Jesus that we may be justified by faith in Christ and not by works of the law, because by works of the law no one will be justified.  But if, in seeking to be justified in Christ, we ourselves are found to be sinners, is Christ then a minister of sin?  Of course not!  But if I am building up again those things that I tore down, then I show myself to be a transgressor.  For through the law I died to the law, that I might live for God. I have been crucified with Christ; yet I live, no longer I, but Christ lives in me; insofar as I now live in the flesh, I live by faith in the Son of God who has loved me and given himself up for me.

GOSPEL: Mark 8: 34 – 9:1
[bookmark: 49008035][bookmark: 49008036][bookmark: 49008037][bookmark: 49008038]He summoned the crowd with his disciples and said to them, “Whoever wishes to come after me must deny himself, take up his cross, and follow me.  For whoever wishes to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for my sake and that of the gospel will save it.  What profit is there for one to gain the whole world and forfeit his life?  What could one give in exchange for his life? Whoever is ashamed of me and of my words in this faithless and sinful generation, the Son of Man will be ashamed of when he comes in his Father’s glory with the holy angels.”  He also said to them, “Amen, I say to you, there are some standing here who will not taste death until they see that the kingdom of God has come in power.”


[image: The image features a stylized, black cross adorned with intricate, vine-like floral designs.

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]

St. John Chrysostom: If Anyone Desires to Follow Me, Let Him Deny Himself: “I use no force, nor do I compel, but if any be willing to follow, him I call.  For do not by any means imagine that this is your following of me…You have need of many toils, many dangers, if you are to come after Me…For although it is in My power as Son of God to hinder you from having any trial at all of those hardships, yet such is not My will for your sake, in order that you may yourself also contribute something an be more approved… ‘If anyone will’ – be it man or woman, ruler or subject – let him come in this way …But let us first see what it can entail to deny one’s self: …He will have us disregard our own body, so that whether men scourge or banish, or burn, or whatever they do, we may not be affected by it …He also says how far one out to renounce one’s self: and that is unto death, even a reproachful death …and moreover not once, nor twice, but throughout all life…To this effect a certain wise man also said, ‘If you beat your son with a rod, he will not die, but you will deliver his soul from death’ (Prov. 23:13-14).”
Chrysostom’s homily on the Gospel of Matthew’s parallel to the reading from Mark we’ve heard today reminds us of the demands and personal sacrifices which are required of the Christian life.  As enfleshed creatures, we are inclined to be drawn to notions of comfort, serenity, and personal desire/ambition.  What Christ reminds us with His words and actions is that self-denial cannot be ignored.  If we call ourselves followers of Christ, we cannot let ourselves be distracted by lesser things which take us away from God.  This is why we fast, why we give alms, why we live lives which are uncomfortable in the eyes of the world.  We are demonstrating that, by following Christ, His way is worth what we suffer, that His way is greater in joy than the anguish we are willing to endure in opposition to the ways of the world.
Each Christian must take serious time in prayer and contemplation to consider what distinct contest of endurance, suffering, and witness constitutes the cross of their life.  For some it is a struggle with a particular sin, for others it is to endure economic deprivation, chronic illness/physical suffering, and so on.  What is constant for all Christians is that Cross reveals to ourselves the lengths we are willing to go for our faith in Christ.  We should certainly not seek to create an unnecessary cross for ourselves, as God is plenty willing to offer us His pre-made ones, nor should we mistake to for the trivial inconveniences which we encounter in our everyday lives.  The true cross of our lives will reveal itself in God’s own time, and while we should understand the gravity and weight of that cross, we should also, by trusting in Christ, not be afraid to lift it upon our shoulder and walk.
image1.png




image2.png




