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September 6, 2026
Fifteenth Sunday after PentecostSCHEDULE OF DIVINE SERVICES

Sun Sept 6:  15th Sunday After Pentecost
        7:45 am Rosary, 8 am Divine Liturgy
        IHO of the Parish’s September Birthdays & Anniversaries

                     NO 6 PM SERVICES - Uniontown Pilgrimage

Mon Sept 7: 5 pm Conf., 6 pm Great Vespers, 7 pm Divine Liturgy for the Birth of the Theotokos

Tue Sept 8:  SOLEMN HOLY DAY – Birth of the Theotokos
                      11 am Confessions, 12 pm Divine Liturgy (St. Pius X)

Fri Sept 11: 6 pm Confessions, 7pm Divine Liturgy with Panachida
                      IMO those who lost their lives in the World Trade Center Attacks

Sat Sept 12: 5 pm Confessions, 6 pm 

Sun Sept 13 Sunday Before the Exaltation of the Cross
         7:45 am Rosary, 8 am Divine Liturgy
         IMO Corisba Corlazzoli (31 anniversary) by her granddaughter Theresa Carr

         6 pm Divine Liturgy with Panachida
         IMO Madeline Katsur Meredith by Mary Ann Meredith 
Divine Liturgies are open for intentions for this new year. If you would like to make an intention for a Liturgy, please call the office or fill out request form in the back of the church and give it to Fr. Michael.






























ON-LINE GIVING:  If you wish to make a monetary donation to our parish – you can do so on our website or by using this QR code.  Remember every dollar helps support the mission of our parish community.  Thank you.
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PRAYER FOR OUR FOUR SAINTLY BISHOPS:  Please pray for the causes of our four Saintly Bishops and ask them to intercede for your specific intentions: O Almighty God, our Lord, we bless You, we praise You, and we thank you for all the graces which You, in Your infinite mercy have bestowed upon us. We are especially grateful for giving us four saintly and heroic Bishops: Bishop Theodore G. Romzha, Bishop Paul P. Gojdich OBSM, Bishop Basil Hopko, and Bishop Alexander Chira, who, by their courage, charity, and intrepid faith, inspired our Ruthenian people in the darkest moments of their history. By their great sufferings, humiliating imprisonment, and violent death they gave living witness to their Catholic faith and glorified Your exalted name. Therefore, O Gracious Lord, glorify them in return by Your divine power and inscribe their names in the book of Your Saints. For you are holy, our God, and we render glory to You, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, now and ever, and forever, Amen. With Ecclesiastical Approbation Acknowledgment of answered prayers: Postulator’s office, 54 Riverview Avenue, Pittsburgh, PA 15214, U.S.A.

PRAYER FOR SEMINARIANS:  Saints Cyril and Methodius, Venerable Apostles of the Slavs and Patrons of our Byzantine Catholic Seminary, we place our Seminarians in your loving care. Help them to grow in humility, meekness and prudence.  Enkindle in them a burning zeal for souls. May their hearts be filled with the gifts of the Holy Spirit and may they learn to know and love the church so that they may always and everywhere think, speak and act with Her, the Glorious Spouse of Christ. May they become exemplars of generosity and detachment from the things of this world. But above all, O Venerable Patrons, help them to truly know, love and serve the Eternal High Priest, Our Lord Jesus Christ, whose priests they aspire to be. Amen. 

St. Michael the Archangel, Defend us in battle. Be our protection against the wickedness and snares of the Devil. May God rebuke him, we humbly pray. And do thou, O Prince of the heavenly hosts, By the power of God, cast into hell Satan and all the evil spirits, who prowl throughout the world seeking the ruin of souls. Amen.
WEEKLY OFFERINGS/LITURGY ATTENDANCE FOR August 30:
Offering: $1,215.00	 Attendance: 8 am: 20	6 pm: 23	Total: 43

92nd ANNUAL PILGRIMAGE: The biggest event of the year for Byzantine Catholics across the Metropolia is the Pilgrimage to the Shrine of Our Lady of Perpetual Help in Uniontown PA during Labor Day Weekend (September 4th-6th).  We hope to see you there.

SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES: 
May God grant you many happy and blessed years!
9/1 Gerald and Alexandria Bacasa Wedding Anniversary
9/4 Rosalie Yeo
9/4 Theodora Kunitz
9/21 Mary Yahuschek
9/24 Chanel Revilak
Don’t see your birthday or anniversary? Let us know so we can update the directory!

LITURGY COFFEE SOCIAL VOLUNTEERS: It is important that we spend time in fellowship with one another.  To make it truly a time of sharing – we ask everyone to sign up to host a Sunday Morning Social, which we aim to hold every week.  The next Sunday Evening Social will be September 27, 2026. We look forward to seeing you!

WELCOME LITURGY FOR STUDENTS: The 4th annual Welcome Liturgy for College Students will be held on Saturday September 19th, with Liturgy starting at 4 PM and followed by a food social at 5:30 PM.  If you plan to attend, please fill out the RSVP form on the front page of the parish website.  We hope to see you there! 

BYZANTINE CATHOLIC WORLD: Interested in receiving the Archeparchy’s monthly newspaper?  Speak with Mary Dzurichko about getting signed up with Archeparchial events.

EASTERN CHRISTIAN FORMATION CLASSES (ECF):  Our ECF program meets the 2nd & 4th Sunday of the month at 5 pm in the hall.  For more info, please see Eugene Yeo

SAVE THE DATE: SAT. NOV 7TH FOR OUR SECOND SONGS & STORIES FROM THE MOUNTAINS: If you’re interested in volunteering for the event, please speak with Fr. Michael.  Please keep an eye open for more updates.
SAINT OF THE DAY: 9/6 The commemoration of the miracle of the Holy Archangel Michael at Colossae in Chionia. The archangel Michael worked a miracle of conversion and healing in this place, as well as a miracle of preservation of the site from flood.
9/6 The holy martyr Eudoxius and his companions Carterius, Styriacus, Tobias, Agapius, at Sebaste in Armenia. Under Licinius the emperor they are said to have been soldiers who persisted in the faith of Christ and who were cast into the flames.
9/7 The holy martyr Sozon, at Pompeiopolis in Cilicia. He was a shepherd of Lycaonia who taught his family and friends the law of God. Sozon destroyed an idol, and was tortured and then burned for his Christian faith. (304)
9/8 THE NATIVITY OF THE THEOTOKOS AND EVER-VIRGIN MARY, of the seed of Abraham, born from the tribe of Judah, from the line of King David. From her, the Son of God was born in the flesh that he might free people from the ancient slavery of sin.
[image: ]
9/9 The Synaxis of the holy and just Grandparents of God, Joachim and Anna, parents of Mary the immaculate Virgin mother of God, the names of whom were preserved by the ancient traditions of Christians from the Jews.
9/11 Our venerable mother Theodora of Alexandria. As a young married woman, she committed adultery on the advice of a fortune-teller. She was accused by her conscience, and left the world, cutting off her hair and dressing as a man in order to enter the monastery of Octodecatos, assuming the name Theodore. Falsely accused of having sex with a prostitute, she accepted the rebuke as a punishment for her former sin. She ended up in the desert for seven years, until the hegumen took her back. Only at her death did the monks realize that she was a woman. (490)
9/11 The holy bishop martyr Autonomus fled Italy during the Diocletian persecution and settled in Bythinia, where he brought many to the faith. While preaching to pagans, he was attacked in his own church and killed at the altar.
EPISTLE: 2 Corinthian 4:6-15
[bookmark: 55004007][bookmark: 55004008][bookmark: 55004009][bookmark: 55004010][bookmark: 55004011][bookmark: 55004012][bookmark: 55004013][bookmark: 55004014][bookmark: 55004015]For God who said, “Let light shine out of darkness,” has shone in our hearts to bring to light the knowledge of the glory of God on the face of [Jesus] Christ.  But we hold this treasure in earthen vessels, that the surpassing power may be of God and not from us.  We are afflicted in every way, but not constrained; perplexed, but not driven to despair; persecuted, but not abandoned; struck down, but not destroyed; always carrying about in the body the dying of Jesus, so that the life of Jesus may also be manifested in our body.  For we who live are constantly being given up to death for the sake of Jesus, so that the life of Jesus may be manifested in our mortal flesh.  So, death is at work in us, but life in you.  Since, then, we have the same spirit of faith, according to what is written, “I believed, therefore I spoke,” we too believe and therefore speak, knowing that the one who raised the Lord Jesus will raise us also with Jesus and place us with you in his presence.  Everything indeed is for you, so that the grace bestowed in abundance on more and more people may cause the thanksgiving to overflow for the glory of God.

GOSPEL: Matthew 22: 35-46
[bookmark: 48022035][bookmark: 48022036][bookmark: 48022037][bookmark: 48022038][bookmark: 48022039][bookmark: 48022040][bookmark: 48022042][bookmark: 48022043][bookmark: 48022045][bookmark: 48022046]When the Pharisees heard that he had silenced the Sadducees, they gathered together, and one of them [a scholar of the law] tested him by asking, “Teacher, which commandment in the law is the greatest?”  He said to him, “You shall love the Lord, your God, with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your mind.  This is the greatest and the first commandment.  The second is like it:  You shall love your neighbor as yourself.  The whole law and the prophets depend on these two commandments.”  While the Pharisees were gathered together, Jesus questioned them, saying, “What is your opinion about the Messiah? Whose son is he?” They replied, “David’s.”  He said to them, “How, then, does David, inspired by the Spirit, call him ‘lord,’ saying: ‘The Lord said to my lord, “Sit at my right hand until I place your enemies under your feet”’?  If David calls him ‘lord,’ how can he be his son?”  No one was able to answer him a word, nor from that day on did anyone dare to ask him any more questions.

A WORD FROM FR. MICHAEL: Since many of us are going on the Uniontown Pilgrimage this week, I believe that hearing a passage from the great Russian spiritual classic, The Way of the Pilgrim would best help to set the mood.  The book describes episodes from the life of a man who feels called to become a Straneki (holy wanderer).  After learning from an unnamed Starets (holy man/ spiritual father) he takes up the devotion of praying the Jesus Prayer, “Lord Jesus Christ, Son of the Living God, have mercy on me a sinner.”  As he grows in mastery of the prayer, he encounters others on their spiritual journeys, who help him learn, grow in humility, and be greatly edified by people from many different walks of life.  The Christian life, we learn, is a spiritual pilgrimage on earth.  The book delves deeply into the reality of this journey which we all must walk.   Since we journey far afield from our true home, which is in Christ, so this life is given to us for the purpose of spiritual growth via struggle, contemplation, and revelation as we journey back to that place of everlasting rest and the great home of our heart’s desire:
Excerpts from the Way of the Pilgrim (Chapter 1):  By the grace of God I am a Christian man, by my actions a great sinner, and by calling a homeless wanderer of the humblest birth who roams from place to place. My worldly goods are a knapsack with some dried bread in it on my back, and in my breast pocket a Bible. And that is all.  […]
Early one morning the [Jesus] Prayer woke me up as it were. I started to say my usual morning prayers, but my tongue refused to say them easily or exactly. My whole desire was fixed upon one thing only—to say the Prayer of Jesus, and as soon as I went on with it, I was filled with joy and relief. It was as though my lips and my tongue pronounced the words entirely of themselves without any urging from me. I spent the whole day in a state of the greatest contentment, I felt as though I was cut off from everything else. I lived as though in another world, and I easily finished my twelve thousand prayers by the early evening. I felt very much like still going on with them, but I did not dare to go beyond the number my starets had set me. Every day following I went on in the same way with my calling on the Name of Jesus Christ, and that with great readiness and liking.
Then I went to see my starets and told him everything frankly and in detail. He heard me out and then said, "Be thankful to God that this desire for the Prayer and this facility in it have been manifested in you. It is a natural consequence which follows constant effort and spiritual achievement. So a machine to the principal wheel of which one gives a drive, works for a long while afterwards by itself; but if it is to go on working still longer, one must oil it and give it another drive. Now you see with what admirable gifts God in His love for mankind has endowed even the good nature of man. You see what feelings can be produced even outside a state of grace in a soul which is sinful and with passions unsubdued, as you yourself have experienced. But how wonderful, how delightful and how consoling a thing it is when God is pleased to grant the gift of self-acting spiritual prayer, and to cleanse the soul from all sensuality! It is a condition which is impossible to describe, and the discovery of this mystery of prayer is a foretaste on earth of the bliss of Heaven. Such happiness is reserved for those who seek after God in the simplicity of a loving heart. Now I give you my permission to say your Prayer as often as you wish and as often as you can. Try to devote every moment you are awake to the Prayer, call on the Name of Jesus Christ without counting the number of times, and submit yourself humbly to the will of God, looking to Him for help. I am sure He will not forsake you, and that He will lead you into the right path." Under this guidance I spent the whole summer in ceaseless oral prayer to Jesus Christ, and I felt absolute peace in my soul.
Trans. French, Rev. R. M., The Way of the Pilgrim, (London, UK Mackays Ltd., Chatham for Philip Allan amp; Co., Ltd. Quality House, 1931) pg. 11, 27-28.
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