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7th Sunday After Pentecost

ON-LINE GIVING:  If you wish to make a monetary donation to our parish – you can do so 
on our website or by using this QR code.  Remember every dollar helps support the mission of
our parish community.  Thank you.

PRAYER FOR OUR FOUR SAINTLY BISHOPS:  Please pray for the causes of our four 
Saintly Bishops and ask them to intercede for your specific intentions: O Almighty God, our 
Lord, we bless You, we praise You, and we thank you for all the graces which You, in Your 
infinite mercy have bestowed upon us. We are especially grateful for giving us four saintly 
and heroic Bishops: Bishop Theodore G. Romzha, Bishop Paul P. Gojdich OBSM, Bishop
Basil Hopko, and Bishop Alexander Chira, who, by their courage, charity, and intrepid 
faith, inspired our Ruthenian people in the darkest moments of their history. By their great 
sufferings, humiliating imprisonment, and violent death they gave living witness to their 
Catholic faith and glorified Your exalted name. Therefore, O Gracious Lord, glorify them in 
return by Your divine power and inscribe their names in the book of Your Saints. For you are 
holy, our God, and we render glory to You, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, now and ever, and 
forever, Amen. With Ecclesiastical Approbation Acknowledgment of answered prayers: 
Postulator’s office, 54 Riverview Avenue, Pittsburgh, PA 15214, U.S.A.

PRAYER FOR SEMINARIANS:  Saints Cyril and Methodius, Venerable Apostles of the 
Slavs and Patrons of our Byzantine Catholic Seminary, we place our Seminarians in your 
loving care. Help them to grow in humility, meekness and prudence.  Enkindle in them a 
burning zeal for souls. May their hearts be filled with the gifts of the Holy Spirit and may they
learn to know and love the church so that they may always and everywhere think, speak and 
act with Her, the Glorious Spouse of Christ. May they become exemplars of generosity and 
detachment from the things of this world. But above all, O Venerable Patrons, help them to 
truly know, love and serve the Eternal High Priest, Our Lord Jesus Christ, Whose priests they 
aspire to be. Amen. 

St. Michael the Archangel, Defend us in battle. Be our protection against the wickedness and
snares of the Devil. May God rebuke him, we humbly pray. And do thou, O Prince of the 
heavenly hosts, By the power of God, cast into hell Satan and all the evil spirits, who prowl 
throughout the world seeking the ruin of souls. Amen.

SCHEDULE OF DIVINE SERVICES

Sun July 12:  7th Sunday After Pentecost
                        IMO Karen Paone by Mary Dzurichko

          7:45 am Rosary, 8 am Divine Liturgy
                       
                       6 pm Divine Liturgy with Panachida
                       IMO Stephen Hunnicut by Mary Ann Merideth

Mon July 13:  6 pm Confessions, 7 pm Divine Liturgy with Panachida
                        IMO Nancy Ball by Angelino Revilak

Fri July 17:  6 pm Confessions, 7 pm Divine Liturgy
                      IMO Pricilla Geihard by Mary Ann Merideth
                      

Sat July 18:  5 pm Confessions, 6 pm Great Vespers

Sun July 19:  6th Sunday of the Fathers of the Six Ecumenical Councils
         7:45 am Rosary, 8 am Divine Liturgy
         IHO Douglas Haag’s 40  th   Birthday by his Aunt Mary Dzurichko  

                       
                      6 pm Divine Liturgy
                      IMO Grazia Ruggerio by her son Subdcn. Raphael Ruggerio

Divine Liturgies are open for intentions for this new year. If you would like to make an intention for a 
Liturgy, please call the office or fill out request form in the back of the church and give it to Fr. Michael.



WEEKLY OFFERINGS/LITURGY ATTENDANCE FOR JUNE 21:$ 
Attendance 8:00 AM: 13 6:00 PM: 10 Total: 23

ANNUAL CELEBRATION OF MARRIAGE:  Will be Sunday, September 20, 2026, at 
St. Elias in Munhall.  If you are celebrating your 10, 15, 20, 25 or additional years multiplied 
by 5 and would like to attend, please let Fr. Michael know by today, Sunday, July 12.

JULY BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES: 
May God grant you many happy and blessed years!

Sophia Kunitz 7/9
Judith Ann Mackin 7/25
Joseph Bacasa 7/27

Don’t see your birthday or anniversary? Let us know so we can update the directory!

ST. ELIJAH AND THE BLESSING OF VEHICHLES: The Feast of the Holy and Great 
Prophet Elijah falls on Monday July 20th this Year.  We will bless vehicles after the Sunday 
Liturgies as well as after the Liturgy on Monday night.

RUMMAGE SALE AUGUST 22: The parish will be holding its annual Rummage Sale on 
Saturday August 22nd.  If you’re interested in donating items, please leave them in hall.  We 
do not accept donations of clothing or electronics.  Items may be gently used but not broken.  
We will also need volunteers to set up the hall for the sale starting on Sunday July 19th.

MORNING LITURGY COFFEE SOCIAL VOLUNTEERS: It is important that we spend 
time in conversation with one another.  To make it truly a time of sharing – we ask everyone 
to sign up to host a Sunday.  We look forward to seeing you!

EVENING LITURGY SOCIAL: The first Sunday Evening Social will be July 26, 2026. 
We look forward to seeing you!

BYZANTINE CATHOLIC WORLD: Interested in receiving the Archeparchy’s monthly 
newspaper?  Speak with Mary Dzurichko about getting signed up with Archeparchial events.

EASTERN CHRISTIAN FORMATION CLASSES (ECF):      Our ECF program has begun 
meetings on the 2nd and 4th Sunday of the month at 5:00 pm in the church hall.  For more 
information, please see Eugene Yeo

SAINT OF THE DAY: 7/12 The holy martyrs Proclus and Hilary at Ancyra in Galatia, under 
the emperor Trajan and governor Maximus. Proclus was the uncle of Hilary. They were arrested for 
being Christians. Proclus said to the torturers, “When you are afraid to transgress the Emperor’s 
commands and risk falling into temporal punishment, how much more do we Christians fear to 
transgress against God’s commands and fall into eternal torment!”

7/12 Our venerable father Michael of Malein, a wealthy man of noble birth who gave away all his 
goods and became a hermit on Mt. Kyminas in Bithynia. He had many disciples, of whom the best-
known is St. Athanasius the Athonite. (3rd century)

7/13 The synaxis of the Archangel Gabriel. (Also on March 26) On this day is commemorated all his
appearances and marvels throughout salvation history. This feast was instituted on Mt. Athos in 982.

7/13 Our venerable father Stephen of the Monastery of St. Sabbas, who suffered death during the 
reign of the emperor Severus. He was the nephew of St. John Damascene, and lived the monastic life 
in the Sabaite monastery near Jerusalem. (794)

7/13 Our holy father Julian, bishop of Kenoman, at Le Mans in Gallia Lugdunesis [a Roman 
province in what is now France], who is considered the first bishop of that city. (1st century)

7/15 The holy great prince Vladimir, equal to the apostles, who was baptized Basil at Kiev in Rus’. 
Son of Prince Svyatoslav, grandson of Igor and Olga, he was pagan for the first part of his life. He sent
out envoys to find the religion best suited for his people, and he and his court were baptized in the 
orthodox faith. He bestowed care in spreading the true faith among the peoples subject to him. (1015)

7/17 The holy great martyr Margaret, who at Antioch dedicated her body to Christ by her virginity 
and martyrdom.

7/17 Our venerable father and confessor, Paul Gojdič, bishop of Prešov. Born in 1888 in Ruske 
Perklany in Prjashevschina to a priestly family. Though his family wanted him to go into medicine or 
law, he felt called to the priesthood and entered the Preshov seminary in 1907. He chose the celibate 
priesthood and was ordained in 1911. In 1922, he entered the Basilian monastery of St. Nicholas at 
Chernecha Hora. He was renowned for his long hours of prayer and for his work with the youth of the 
Church. In 1926, he was appointed as Apostolic Administrator of the Eparchy of Prešov and was 
ordained bishop in 1927. Through independence, war, and near famine conditions, he was a good 
shepherd to his people. In 1949, the Communist government of Czechoslovakia began its liquidation 
of the Byzantine Catholic Church, and Bishop Gojdich worked through every means at his disposal to 
keep his priests and people loyal to their Byzantine Catholic Church and to Rome. He was arrested in 
1950, tried in a mock trial in 1951. The secret police made every effort to break Bp. Gojdich and have 
him recant the Union of Uzhorod, but he remained faithful. His health was completely broken by the 
maltreatment he received, and he died in the penitentiary of Leopoldov, Slovakia. (1960)

SAVE THE DATE FOR OUR SECOND SONGS & STORIES FROM THE 
MOUNTAINS: Saturday November 7th this year.  If you’re interested in volunteering to help 
out either in preparation for the event or during it, please speak with Fr. Michael.  Please keep 
an eye open for more updates.



EPISTLE: Romans 15:1-7

Brethren: We who are strong ought to put up with the failings of the weak and not to please 
ourselves; let each of us please our neighbor for the good, for building up. For Christ did not 
please himself; but, as it is written, “The insults of those who insult you fall upon me.”  For 
whatever was written previously was written for our instruction, that by endurance and by the 
encouragement of the scriptures we might have hope.  May the God of endurance and 
encouragement grant you to think in harmony with one another, in keeping with Christ Jesus, 
that with one accord you may with one voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ.  Welcome one another, then, as Christ welcomed you, for the glory of God. 

GOSPEL:  Matthew 9:27-35

And as Jesus passed on from there, two blind men followed [him], crying out, “Son of 
David, have pity on us!”  When he entered the house, the blind men approached him and Jesus
said to them, “Do you believe that I can do this?” “Yes, Lord,” they said to him.  Then he 
touched their eyes and said, “Let it be done for you according to your faith.”  And their eyes 
were opened. Jesus warned them sternly, “See that no one knows about this.”  But they went 
out and spread word of him through all that land.  As they were going out, a demoniac who 
could not speak was brought to him, and when the demon was driven out the mute person 
spoke. The crowds were amazed and said, “Nothing like this has ever been seen in Israel.”  

But the Pharisees said, “He drives out demons by the prince of demons.” Jesus went around to
all the towns and villages, teaching in their synagogues, proclaiming the gospel of the 
kingdom, and curing every disease and illness.

.

A WORD FROM FR. MICHAEL: Many have speculated as to why Our Lord often asked 
those He healed not to mention to others that it was He who healed them.  Since Jesus came to
be the Light to the world and turn those in darkness away from evil and to embrace the 
goodness of God, it feels somewhat counterinitiative to heal the blind, to cast out demons, and
to make the mute speak only to ask that the healed ensure that the world pay as little attention 
to it as possible.  This doesn’t even begin to address the point that this desired discretion goes 
on to be completely ignored anyway, and that before long the whole land knows of what Jesus
is capable of.

This approach of our Lord does provide a few unique features that are worthy of consideration
since the method seeks to fulfill a much needed consistency between the whole of Christ’s 
teaching for the greater sake of displaying His unquestionable integrity.  Firstly, Jesus has no 
need to build up His own ego nor does He seek to indulge in pride.  He is already glorious 
beyond all glory, though few could have understood that at the time, and He doesn’t need any 

kind of selfish recognition for simply doing what is good and right.  By asking for discretion, 
He is revealing not only the depths of His humility but is also pointing to the natural need for 
all to approach humility.

Next, the nature of work He is performing is so wonderous and visually apparent.  Afterall, 
people do tend to notice when the blind start seeing, the mute start talking, and the 
demonically possessed cease being possessed and find themselves in their right mind.  As 
such, His requests for discretion do not seek to conceal the wonder of His work itself, 
meaning that the illumination He brings is still apparent to the world and a cause for awe and 
joy, even though He is not directly seeking recognition for it at present.  People still see what 
is being done and that invites their curiosity.

Finally, these introductory signs are both subtle by design and restrained in comparison to the 
works He will go on to do later in His ministry.  As such, they are geared to being an 
appropriate introduction so that all who hear of both Him and His works who desire to truly 
know Christ may seek Him.   Additionally, the method serves also so that those who hear of 
Him who are incredulous to Him may reveal the fragility and impotency of their objections.  
For while many are enamored by Christ for the good of their souls, there also are many who, 
by the hardness of their hearts, are enamored in opposition to Him without just cause.  Their 
response to the news of His great deeds are, “he casts out demons by the prince of demons,” 
and this reveals the shallow and ill intent of their hearts.  Those who hear these objections can 
immediately tell that what is off is not the greatness of the deeds which Christ performs but 
rather is the nonsensical response with which His critics rationalize their disapproval.

Christ did not come to trick us but to teach us.  Not to deceive us, but to enlighten us.  We 
benefit the most from the saving work of Christ when we put down our guard and allow 
ourselves to embrace and emulate the humility which He demonstrated.  Afterall, if He who is
glorious beyond all glory could be humble enough not to let His great deeds embolden His 
ego, should we not also seek to walk that same path of meekness and to set aside our pride 
and hear what Christ has to teach us?

St. Paul encourages us to embrace this humility when he says, “We who are strong ought to 
put up with the failings of the weak and not to please ourselves; let each of us please our 
neighbor for the good, for building up.”  By living in humility with one another we are called 
to patience with our brothers and sisters both inside and outside of the Christian community.  
Afterall, just as Christ did not see to “please himself” by acting discreetly, He still managed to
call many to Himself.  We as His followers can and should call others to Christ by being 
consistently peaceable with one another.  When we make ourselves an example of true 
humility, we make living the Christian life together easier and more bearable while 
simultaneously revealing it to those who want to be converted to it realize just how good and 
desirable it is to follow Christ.


