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August 23, 2026
 Thirteenth Sunday after PentecostSCHEDULE OF DIVINE SERVICES

Sun Aug 23:  13th Sunday After Pentecost
         7:45 am Rosary, 8 am Divine Liturgy
         IMO Michael and Catherine Warhola by their Daughter Catherine Warhola

         6 pm Divine Liturgy with Panachida
        IMO Sam Meredith Jr. by Mary Ann Meredith

Mon Aug 24:  6 pm Confessions, 7 pm Daily Vespers

Fri Aug 28: 6 pm Confessions, NO DIVINE LITURGY

Sat Aug. 29:  Beheading of St. John, the Baptist
                       5 pm Confessions, Divine Liturgy

Sun Aug 30:  14th Sunday After Pentecost
         7:45 am Rosary, 8 am Divine Liturgy
         IHO Douglas & Julianna Haae by Mary Dzurichko

         6 pm Divine Liturgy
         IHO Joseph Bacasa by Theresa Carr


Divine Liturgies are open for intentions for this new year. If you would like to make an intention for a Liturgy, please call the office or fill out request form in the back of the church and give it to Fr. Michael.






























ON-LINE GIVING:  If you wish to make a monetary donation to our parish – you can do so on our website or by using this QR code.  Remember every dollar helps support the mission of our parish community.  Thank you.
[image: ]

PRAYER FOR OUR FOUR SAINTLY BISHOPS:  Please pray for the causes of our four Saintly Bishops and ask them to intercede for your specific intentions: O Almighty God, our Lord, we bless You, we praise You, and we thank you for all the graces which You, in Your infinite mercy have bestowed upon us. We are especially grateful for giving us four saintly and heroic Bishops: Bishop Theodore G. Romzha, Bishop Paul P. Gojdich OBSM, Bishop Basil Hopko, and Bishop Alexander Chira, who, by their courage, charity, and intrepid faith, inspired our Ruthenian people in the darkest moments of their history. By their great sufferings, humiliating imprisonment, and violent death they gave living witness to their Catholic faith and glorified Your exalted name. Therefore, O Gracious Lord, glorify them in return by Your divine power and inscribe their names in the book of Your Saints. For you are holy, our God, and we render glory to You, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, now and ever, and forever, Amen. With Ecclesiastical Approbation Acknowledgment of answered prayers: Postulator’s office, 54 Riverview Avenue, Pittsburgh, PA 15214, U.S.A.

PRAYER FOR SEMINARIANS:  Saints Cyril and Methodius, Venerable Apostles of the Slavs and Patrons of our Byzantine Catholic Seminary, we place our Seminarians in your loving care. Help them to grow in humility, meekness and prudence.  Enkindle in them a burning zeal for souls. May their hearts be filled with the gifts of the Holy Spirit and may they learn to know and love the church so that they may always and everywhere think, speak and act with Her, the Glorious Spouse of Christ. May they become exemplars of generosity and detachment from the things of this world. But above all, O Venerable Patrons, help them to truly know, love and serve the Eternal High Priest, Our Lord Jesus Christ, whose priests they aspire to be. Amen. 

St. Michael the Archangel, Defend us in battle. Be our protection against the wickedness and snares of the Devil. May God rebuke him, we humbly pray. And do thou, O Prince of the heavenly hosts, By the power of God, cast into hell Satan and all the evil spirits, who prowl throughout the world seeking the ruin of souls. Amen.
WEEKLY OFFERINGS/LITURGY ATTENDANCE FOR August 16:
Offering: $	 Attendance: 8 am: 11		6 pm: 8		Total: 19

AUGUST BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES: 
May God grant you many happy and blessed years!
8/6 Michaela Revilak
8/23 Pani Janine Kunitz
Don’t see your birthday or anniversary? Let us know so we can update the directory!

RUMMAGE SALE THANK YOU:  Thank you to everyone that helped make our annual rummage sale such a success!  Special thank you to Mary D. for coordinating this important fundraiser.  We now need your help in packing up and getting the hall cleaned up.  If you didn’t get a chance to shop yesterday, you have a last chance to look through the remaining treasures today after each liturgy.

MORNING LITURGY COFFEE SOCIAL VOLUNTEERS: It is important that we spend time in conversation with one another.  To make it truly a time of sharing – we ask everyone to sign up to host a Sunday.  We look forward to seeing you!

EVENING LITURGY SOCIAL: The next Sunday Evening Social will be August 30, 2026. We look forward to seeing you!

BYZANTINE CATHOLIC WORLD: Interested in receiving the Archeparchy’s monthly newspaper?  Speak with Mary Dzurichko about getting signed up with Archeparchial events.

EASTERN CHRISTIAN FORMATION CLASSES (ECF):  Our ECF program meets the 2nd & 4th Sunday of the month at 5 pm in the hall.  For more info, please see Eugene Yeo

SAVE THE DATE: SAT. NOV 7TH FOR OUR SECOND SONGS & STORIES FROM THE MOUNTAINS: If you’re interested in volunteering for the event, please speak with Fr. Michael.  Please keep an eye open for more updates.

92nd ANNUAL PILGRIMAGE: The biggest event of the year for Byzantine Catholics across the Metropolia is the Pilgrimage to the Shrine of Our Lady of Perpetual Help in Uniontown PA during Labor Day Weekend (September 4th-6th).  We hope to see you there.
SAINT OF THE DAY: 8/23 The holy martyr Lupus was a servant of St. Demetrius of Salonica. When his master was beheaded by the emperor Maximian, Lupus dipped the hem of his garment and his ring into his master’s blood. Through these relics he worked many miracles, even though he was not yet baptized. Having miraculously received the Holy Mystery, he was beheaded. (306)
8/23 The holy martyr Irenaeus, bishop of Lyons, was sent by St. Polycarp from Asia Minor to preach in Gaul. He became the first bishop of Lyons and brought many pagans to the faith. In his numerous writings, Irenaeus both expounded the orthodox faith and defended it against heretics. He suffered for Christ in the time of the emperor Severus. (202)
8/24 The holy bishop-martyr Eutyches, disciple of St. John the Theologian. Although he was not included among the Seventy, he was called an apostle by virtue of having been a disciple of the great Apostles, and because he showed true apostolic zeal in the service of the Gospel. He was tortured and finally beheaded in Sebastopol.
8/25 Return of the relics of the holy apostle Bartholomew. Stolen by the Armenians and then taken to the town of Lipara. At the time of Theophilus the Iconoclast, they were translated again, this time to the town of Benevento. From there they were taken to Rome.
8/25 The holy apostle Titus is counted as one of the Seventy. Born in Crete, he was baptized by the Apostle Paul. He served Paul in such sincerity of heart that Paul called him his son (Titus 1:4) as well as his brother (II Cor. 12:18). He was made the first bishop of Crete, where he wisely governed the Church to great old age. He died at the age of ninety-four.
8/28 Our venerable father Moses the Ethiopian. He was at first the leader of a band of robbers but repented and became a great ascetic. He gave himself up utterly to work, prayer, vigils, and fasting. He was ordained a priest in his old age and then founded a monastery of his own. He was martyred by barbarians looking for loot. (405)
8/28 The holy martyr Ghebre Michael, priest of Ethiopia, that is, Servant Michael, in Cerecca-Ghebaba in Ethiopia, priest of the Congregation of the Mission [i.e., the Vincentians] and martyr, who always sought the true faith in study and prayer and finally entered the unity of the Church, on account of which he suffered imprisonment for thirteen months followed by travels with soldiers with his feet burdened by chains, and finally, spent by hunger and thirst, he was killed by scourging. (1855)
8/29 THE BEHEADING OF THE HOLY PROPHET, FORERUNNER, AND BAPTIST JOHN. Because John had denounced Herod Antipas for putting away his own wife and marrying the wife of his brother Philip, Herod imprisoned John. At a feast in honor of Herod’s birthday, his stepdaughter Salome danced for him. Herod promised her anything; her mother Herodias told her to ask for the head of John on a platter. This martyrdom is commemorated on this day because a church was dedicated on this day to the Forerunner’s beheading by the emperor Constantine and his mother Helena.
EPISTLE: 1 Corinthians 16:13-24
[bookmark: 54016014][bookmark: 54016015][bookmark: 54016016][bookmark: 54016017][bookmark: 54016018][bookmark: 54016019][bookmark: 54016020][bookmark: 54016021][bookmark: 54016022][bookmark: 54016023]Be on your guard, stand firm in the faith, be courageous, be strong.  Your every act should be done with love.  I urge you, brothers—you know that the household of Stephanas is the first fruits of Achaia and that they have devoted themselves to the service of the holy ones—be subordinate to such people and to everyone who works and toils with them.  I rejoice in the arrival of Stephanas, Fortunatus, and Achaicus, because they made up for your absence, for they refreshed my spirit as well as yours. So, give recognition to such people.  The churches of Asia send you greetings. Aquila and Prisca together with the church at their house send you many greetings in the Lord.  All the brothers greet you. Greet one another with a holy kiss. I, Paul, write you this greeting in my own hand.  If anyone does not love the Lord, let him be accursed. Maranatha. The grace of the Lord Jesus be with you.  My love to all of you in Christ Jesus.

GOSPEL: Matthew 21: 33-42
[bookmark: 48021034][bookmark: 48021035][bookmark: 48021036][bookmark: 48021037]There was a landowner who planted a vineyard, put a hedge around it, dug a wine press in it, and built a tower. Then he leased it to tenants and went on a journey.  When vintage time drew near, he sent his servants to the tenants to obtain his produce.  But the tenants seized the servants and one they beat, another they killed, and a third they stoned.  Again, he sent other servants, more numerous than the first ones, but they treated them in the same way.
[bookmark: 48021038][bookmark: 48021039][bookmark: 48021040][bookmark: 48021041][bookmark: 48021042]Finally, he sent his son to them, thinking, ‘They will respect my son.’ But when the tenants saw the son, they said to one another, ‘This is the heir. Come, let us kill him and acquire his inheritance.’  They seized him, threw him out of the vineyard, and killed him.  What will the owner of the vineyard do to those tenants when he comes?”  They answered him, “He will put those wretched men to a wretched death and lease his vineyard to other tenants who will give him the produce at the proper times.”  Jesus said to them, “Did you never read in the scriptures:  The stone that the builders rejected has become the cornerstone; by the Lord has this been done, and it is wonderful in our eyes’?

A WORD FROM FR. MICHAEL: If you spend enough time around people, you will find out just how smart we as human beings can be.  History shows that our knack for problem solving is incredible, with human ingenuity allowing for fantastic developments in the areas of technology, social organization, and project management which other creatures in this world can only dream of.  Unfortunately, our great potential for intelligence is rivaled and manipulated by our ability for profound and selfish cruelty.  On the one hand, we can organize to bring about an abundant harvest, build an important bridge, road, or some other piece of infrastructure, and on the other we can also force draughts, and organize armies with weapons set on the annihilation of the homes of others, all for the sake of taking for ourselves that which was procured by the painful labor of another.
This parable about the workers in the vineyard demonstrates this reality at the heart of the human rebellion against God.  God is the owner of the vineyard, i.e. the creator of the universe, and we are all those tasked with cultivating that creation, each one according to our unique gifts, those spiritual, civic, entrepreneurial, ect…  He creates out of love, hoping that all that the vineyard produces will go towards the benefit of those who will partake of it, those to whom He wishes to distribute, to live in clarity, harmony, and abundance.  Those given responsibility in the vineyard, members from these various fields, however, have other plans.  They fail to see their responsibility to the vision of the one who hired them and instead see only their own potential for profit through seizing that which is not rightfully theirs, sullying the vineyard, the creation, and hurting others in the process.  Though the owner sends agents on His behalf to correct the hirelings, they treat them with contempt and abuse.  Even when He sends His own Son, Jesus Christ, to call them to repentance, they go so far as to kill Him, believing that this will somehow secure for them the inheritance, maintaining their status quo.
For all the cruelty and neglect we visit onto one another, we should not be surprised to see that we do it also to God.  Each person, made in God’s image and likeness, who is passed over by human indifference and servitude to the destructive passions of our souls, is a practice test for how we will treat our Creator when He arrives at the end of all things.  Those who have suffered at hands of those who were tasked with the responsibility to provide for the needs of others will cry out, at the end of all things, against those who had wronged them.  All will be forced to face those disenfranchised in the eyes of God when they make an account of all that they have done. 
Every time we bring ourselves to Confession, having made a good examination of our conscience, we must always ask ourselves, honestly, where we find ourselves on that side of the final judgment.  We should not be thinking about those who have hurt us, but we should be thinking about those whom we have hurt.  For in as much as we have done for the least of those around us, so too have we done to God.  In an act of true and sincere repentance, we should realize that we have not merely offended some abstract concept, but that we have run afoul of the dignity which God has imbedded in our very being.  When we approach the limitless fountain of the grace and forgiveness of God, then, we must realize that God is giving us the opportunity not merely to avoid a kind of legal condemnation, but to live again in that Divine love with Him and with our neighbor. At the end of the day, God is the one in control.  He has seen fit to set the stone which was rejected as the corner stone.  He has chosen, through humility, integrity, and love, to reap justice upon His creation.
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