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Sunday of the Fathers of the 1st Ecumenical CouncilSCHEDULE OF DIVINE SERVICES

Sun Oct 11: Sunday of the Fathers of the 7th Ecumenical Council 
      7:45 am Rosary, 8 am Divine Liturgy
      IMO George Lutz III by his cousin Mary Dzurichko

      6 pm Divine Liturgy
     IHO Kayla Dettore for her birthday by the Revilak Family

Mon Oct 12: NO SERVICES

Fri Oct. 16: 6 pm Confessions, 7 pm Divine Liturgy

Sat Oct. 17: 5 pm Confessions, 6 pm Great Vespers

Sun Oct 18: Twenty-First Sunday after Pentecost
        7:45 am Rosary, 8 am Divine Liturgy
        IMO Maria Hajnik Dzurichko by her granddaughter Mary Dzurichko

        6 pm NO SERVICE – Deanery Pasta Dinner

Divine Liturgies are open for intentions for this new year. If you would like to make an intention for a Liturgy, please call the office or fill out request form in the back of the church and give it to Fr. Michael.





























NO 6 PM DIVINE LITURGY NEXT WEEK: Fr. Michael will be working the Deanery Pasta Dinner at St. Ellias Church next week.  Parishioners are encouraged to celebrate together at the 8 AM Divine Liturgy next week.
ON-LINE GIVING:  If you wish to make a monetary donation to our parish – you can do so on our website or by using this QR code.  Remember every dollar helps support the mission of our parish community.  Thank you.
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PRAYER FOR OUR FOUR SAINTLY BISHOPS:  Please pray for the causes of our four Saintly Bishops and ask them to intercede for your specific intentions: O Almighty God, our Lord, we bless You, we praise You, and we thank you for all the graces which You, in Your infinite mercy have bestowed upon us. We are especially grateful for giving us four saintly and heroic Bishops: Bishop Theodore G. Romzha, Bishop Paul P. Gojdich OBSM, Bishop Basil Hopko, and Bishop Alexander Chira, who, by their courage, charity, and intrepid faith, inspired our Ruthenian people in the darkest moments of their history. By their great sufferings, humiliating imprisonment, and violent death they gave living witness to their Catholic faith and glorified Your exalted name. Therefore, O Gracious Lord, glorify them in return by Your divine power and inscribe their names in the book of Your Saints. For you are holy, our God, and we render glory to You, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, now and ever, and forever, Amen. With Ecclesiastical Approbation Acknowledgment of answered prayers: Postulator’s office, 54 Riverview Avenue, Pittsburgh, PA 15214, U.S.A.

PRAYER FOR SEMINARIANS:  Saints Cyril and Methodius, Venerable Apostles of the Slavs and Patrons of our Byzantine Catholic Seminary, we place our Seminarians in your loving care. Help them to grow in humility, meekness and prudence.  Enkindle in them a burning zeal for souls. May their hearts be filled with the gifts of the Holy Spirit and may they learn to know and love the church so that they may always and everywhere think, speak and act with Her, the Glorious Spouse of Christ. May they become exemplars of generosity and detachment from the things of this world. But above all, O Venerable Patrons, help them to truly know, love and serve the Eternal High Priest, Our Lord Jesus Christ, whose priests they aspire to be. Amen. 

St. Michael the Archangel, Defend us in battle. Be our protection against the wickedness and snares of the Devil. May God rebuke him, we humbly pray. And do thou, O Prince of the heavenly hosts, By the power of God, cast into hell Satan and all the evil spirits, who prowl throughout the world seeking the ruin of souls. Amen.
WEEKLY OFFERINGS/LITURGY ATTENDANCE FOR Oct 4:
Offering: $1173.00		Attendance: 8 am: 30	

OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES: God grant you all many blessed years!
10/5 Alexandria Bacasa
10/17 Dolores Bacasa
10/25 Mary Ann Meredith
10/28 Emanuel Revilak
Don’t see your birthday or anniversary? Let us know so we can update the directory!

SECOND SONGS & STORIES FROM THE MOUNTAINS: Tickets are now on sale $25 in advance or $30 at the door, $15 for Students.  Buy one for yourself and bring a friend!  If you’re interested in volunteering for the event, please speak with Fr. Michael.  We need auction baskets/items by Sunday, Nov. 1! Thank you for your support – see you there!

SAVE THE DATE: SUN. DEC. 6 - 69TH ANNUAL ST. NICHOLAS CELEBRATION: Reserve your tickets by Sunday Nov. 15th.  Adults $45, children ages 12 and under $20. 

MORNING/EVENING LITURGY COFFEE SOCIAL VOLUNTEERS: It is important that we spend time in conversation with one another.  To make it truly a time of sharing – we ask everyone to sign up to host a Sunday. The next Sunday Evening Social will be October 25, 2026. We look forward to seeing you!

GCU FOOD PANTRY COLLECTION: The GCU is sponsoring a Holiday Food Bank Donation Program. We will be collecting monetary donations for Community Human Services Oakland Food Pantry on Lawn St. in South Oakland.  Place the specially labeled envelopes in the narthex in the collection basket no later than Sun. Oct. 25, by cash or by check made payable to Holy Spirit Church.  The GCU will match our donations to $500.

DEANERY PASTA DINNER All are welcome to our annual Deanery Pasta dinner at St. Elias Parish, 4200 Homestead-Duquesne Rd., Munhall, on Oct. 18, 3 pm-5 pm.  This is a free event, but a free-will offering will be accepted.  The meal is prepared and served by the clergy of our Pittsburgh Deanery, and is an enjoyable time of good food, fellowship, and community!  The sign-up sheet is in the Narthex and the deadline is October 11.
SAINT OF THE DAY: 10/11 Fathers of the 7th Ecumenical Council
10/11 The Holy Apostle Philip, one of the seven deacons chosen by the Apostles. He converted Samaria to the faith of Christ, baptized the eunuch of Candace the queen of the Ethiopians, and passed through cities evangelizing them all until he came to Caesarea, where it is said he rested. His stories are related in the Acts of the Apostles, 6:5; 8; and 21:8-9.
10/11 Our venerable Father Theophane, the artist and hymnographer, bishop of Nicaea. He and his brother Theodore joined the monastery of Saint Sabbas the Sanctified. They were sent by the Patriarch of Jerusalem to emperor Leo the Armenian, to explain the orthodox teaching about the holy icons. He tortured them and his successor, Theophilus, had derisory words branded onto their faces. After the Iconoclastic controversy was ended, Theophane was made the bishop of Nicaea. (847)
10/12 The Holy Martyrs Probus, Tarachus, and Andronicus at Anazarbus in Cilicia, who in the persecution of Diocletian the emperor gained life for their confession of Christ. (292)
10/12 Our Venerable Father Cosmas, Bishop of Maiuma, the hymnographer. Born in Jerusalem, he was a friend of St. John Damascene, whose parents took him in as an orphan and educated him. He helped St. John to compile the Ochtoechos, and he composed many canons to the saints. The canons of Christmas, Lazarus Saturday, Palm Sunday, and the Sunday of the Last Judgment are ascribed to him. He became bishop of the town of Maiuma, near Gaza, in Palestine and died in great old age. (8th century)
10/12 Our holy Father Martin, Bishop of Tours. He was born in Pannonia of pagan parents and was called to Gaul to serve in the military. While still a catechumen he covered Christ in a poor man with his own cloak. Having received baptism, he left behind his arms and followed the monastic life near Ligugé [Lat. Locogiacum] in a coenobium which he had founded. Then, ordained into the priesthood and chosen bishop of Tours, an excellent example of a good pastor, he founded other monasteries and parishes in the neighborhood, educated and reconciled the clergy, evangelized the country-dwellers, and at last went to the Lord at Candes in Gaul (397).
10/16 The Holy Martyr Longinus the Centurion at Jerusalem, the honored soldier who pierced with his spear the side of the Lord on the cross.
10/17 The Holy Prophet Hosea, who not only by his words but also by his manner of life showed the unfaithful people of Israel that the Lord was an ever-faithful Spouse, moved by limitless mercy.
10/17 The Holy Venerable Martyr Andrew of Crete was a priest who defended the cult of the holy icons with great vigor during the persecution under the emperor Copronymos. He attacked the emperor publicly in the church, saying “You would do better, O King, to look to the work of the army and the governing of the people, than to the persecuting of Christ and his servants.” He was attacked by a man with an ax and killed. (767)
EPISTLE: Galatians 1: 11-19
[bookmark: 56001012][bookmark: 56001013][bookmark: 56001014][bookmark: 56001015][bookmark: 56001016][bookmark: 56001017][bookmark: 56001018][bookmark: 56001019]Now I want you to know, brothers, that the gospel preached by me is not of human origin.  For I did not receive it from a human being, nor was I taught it, but it came through a revelation of Jesus Christ.  For you heard of my former way of life in Judaism, how I persecuted the church of God beyond measure and tried to destroy it, and progressed in Judaism beyond many of my contemporaries among my race, since I was even more a zealot for my ancestral traditions. But when [God], who from my mother’s womb had set me apart and called me through his grace, was pleased to reveal his Son to me, so that I might proclaim him to the Gentiles, I did not immediately consult flesh and blood, nor did I go up to Jerusalem to those who were apostles before me; rather, I went into Arabia and then returned to Damascus.  Then after three years I went up to Jerusalem to confer with Cephas and remained with him for fifteen days.  But I did not see any other of the apostles, only James the brother of the Lord.

EPISTLE: Hebrews 13: 7-16
[bookmark: 66013008][bookmark: 66013009][bookmark: 66013010][bookmark: 66013011][bookmark: 66013012][bookmark: 66013013][bookmark: 66013014][bookmark: 66013015][bookmark: 66013016]Remember your leaders who spoke the word of God to you. Consider the outcome of their way of life and imitate their faith.  Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today, and forever.  Do not be carried away by all kinds of strange teaching. It is good to have our hearts strengthened by grace and not by foods, which do not benefit those who live by them. We have an altar from which those who serve the tabernacle have no right to eat.  The bodies of the animals whose blood the high priest brings into the sanctuary as a sin offering are burned outside the camp. Therefore, Jesus also suffered outside the gate, to consecrate the people by his own blood. Let us then go to him outside the camp, bearing the reproach that he bore.  For here we have no lasting city, but we seek the one that is to come.  Through him [then] let us continually offer God a sacrifice of praise, that is, the fruit of lips that confess his name.  Do not neglect to do good and to share what you have; God is pleased by sacrifices of that kind.

GOSPEL: Luke 7: 11-16
[bookmark: 50007012][bookmark: 50007013][bookmark: 50007014][bookmark: 50007015][bookmark: 50007016]Soon afterward he journeyed to a city called Nain, and his disciples and a large crowd accompanied him.  As he drew near to the gate of the city, a man who had died was being carried out, the only son of his mother, and she was a widow. A large crowd from the city was with her.  When the Lord saw her, he was moved with pity for her and said to her, “Do not weep.” He stepped forward and touched the coffin; at this the bearers halted, and he said, “Young man, I tell you, arise!” The dead man sat up and began to speak, and Jesus gave him to his mother. Fear seized them all, and they glorified God, exclaiming, “A great prophet has arisen in our midst,” and “God has visited his people.”

GOSPEL: John 17: 1-13
[bookmark: 51017002][bookmark: 51017003][bookmark: 51017004][bookmark: 51017005][bookmark: 51017006][bookmark: 51017007][bookmark: 51017008][bookmark: 51017009][bookmark: 51017010][bookmark: 51017011][bookmark: 51017012][bookmark: 51017013]When Jesus had said this, he raised his eyes to heaven and said, “Father, the hour has come. Give glory to your son, so that your son may glorify you, just as you gave him authority over all people, so that he may give eternal life to all you gave him. Now, this is eternal life, that they should know you, the only true God, and the one whom you sent, Jesus Christ. I glorified you on earth by accomplishing the work that you gave me to do. Now glorify me, Father, with you, with the glory that I had with you before the world began. “I revealed your name to those whom you gave me out of the world. They belonged to you, and you gave them to me, and they have kept your word.  Now they know that everything you gave me is from you, because the words you gave to me I have given to them, and they accepted them and truly understood that I came from you, and they have believed that you sent me.  I pray for them. I do not pray for the world but for the ones you have given me, because they are yours, and everything of mine is yours and everything of yours is mine, and I have been glorified in them.  And now I will no longer be in the world, but they are in the world, while I am coming to you. Holy Father, keep them in your name that you have given me, so that they may be one just as we are.  When I was with them I protected them in your name that you gave me, and I guarded them, and none of them was lost except the son of destruction, in order that the scripture might be fulfilled.  But now I am coming to you. I speak this in the world so that they may share my joy completely.
A WORD FROM FR. MICHAEL: Different priests tend to have different themes which they like to preach on in their individual ministries.  Over the years, you’ve heard me preach on the concept of the human person as being an Icon of God, and that the Christian Life is one in which we are being written more into that image, conforming ourselves to become more like Christ Himself.  While I’m particularly fond of this notion, rooted in the eastern Christian concept of Theosis, it is not an opinion which I have formed on my own but is rather an essential part of the universal Christian faith.
The 7th Ecumenical Council, Nicaea II, is remembered primarily for defending the use of Iconography in Christian worship, upholding the distinctions of the worship of God (Latria) from the veneration which is owed the saints (dulia) and the unique veneration of the Theotokos (hyperdulia).  This refinement of the Theology of the Holy Images, formulated by St. John of Damascus, answered allegations of Idolatry in Christian worship where images of Christ, the Theotokos, and the saints were being used.  Apart from strengthening the ancient practice of the appropriate place of art and visual imagery in liturgical/devotional life, this Theological perspective also reinforces the iconographic understanding of the prior mode of Christian Anthropology that I have so often iterated.
From eternity, God, in His perfect transcendence, has no physical form in any person of the Trinity.  However, God’s desire to make humanity in His “own image and likeness” had always planned, regardless of our propensity to sin, to take on a human form to join the fullness of humanity into the fullness of His Divinity.  The Incarnation of Christ, where God takes on our human condition, is a Divine condescension for the sake of us coming to understand Him more fully.  Since Christ, God the Son, assumed a physical body, He made it possible for us to understand and experience God via the assistance of the material creation, something previously incomprehensible.
We might be tempted to think of our bodies as being limiting vessels towards the great potentiality of our immortal souls.  The reality is, however, that this very flesh of ours, weak as it is, has been taken on by our Creator for the sake of making us stronger.  Yes, our flesh must be tempered and mastered in this finite physical world, but that does not mean we must think less of physicality in principle.  Christ came to us in a way we can see, touch, taste, smell, and hear for the benefit of our perfection.  Our use of imagery is not idolatry but is a robust display of our gratitude to God for condoning to make obvious that which was previously incomprehensible to our limited nature.
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