
HOLY SPIRIT BYZANTINE CATHOLIC CHURCH
4815 5TH AVENUE, PITTSBURGH PA 15213  (412)  687-1220

SUNDAY,  DECEMBER  4,  2022

TWENTY-SIXTH  SUNDAY  AFTER  PENTECOST
            

AT THE DIVINE LITURGY TODAY…     An individual’s WAY OF LIFE is oftentimes an external reading of the 
internal beliefs which that person professes. As Paul indicates to the Ephesians, we also must  live our lives within the 
aura of Christ’s eternal, moral, unfading “light.”

ADULT ECF ON SAT. DEC. 10 will be at St. Pius X church at 1pm. The topic will be the Holy Supper (the traditional 
meal on Christmas Eve). Due to decorating at Holy Spirit, the talk will only take place at St. Pius this month. We hope to 
see you there!

YOUTH ECF THIS WEEK ~ Due to the busy schedule of December, we will be meeting this week on Tuesday, 12/6 at 
5:30pm in the Holy Spirit Hall. 

       SCHEDULE OF DIVINE SERVICES

Sunday, December 4: 10:20am Rosary, 10:45am Third Hour, 11am Divine Liturgy for Priscilla Fello on 
her birthday, by Judi Ann Mackin. The St. Nicholas Banquet benefiting the seminary takes place
the evening of Sunday, 12/4. 

Monday, December 5: Vigil of the Feast of Our Father St. Nicholas, Bishop of Myra
11am Confession via Campus Ministry
4-4:45pm Confession, 5pm Great Vespers, 6pm Divine Liturgy for 
for Angelino Revilak on his birthday by his family
There will be a noon Divine Liturgy on Tuesday, 12/6 at St. Pius X in Carrick.

Wednesday, December 7: Vigil for the Feast of the Maternity of Anna  (Immaculate Conception)
4-4:45pm Confession, 5pm Great Vespers, 6pm Divine Liturgy for 
the deceased Margaret Corlazzoli by Theresa Carr
There will be a noon Divine Liturgy on Thursday, 12/8 at St. Pius X in Carrick.

Friday, December 9: Father’s day off due to the feasts

Saturday, December 10: Adult ECF on “The Holy Supper” 1pm at St. Pius  There will only be one ECF
talk this week due to the pending concert. 
2pm decorating and setup for the Archeparchial Christmas Concert
4:30 Confession, 5:30 Great Vespers

Sunday, December 11: 10:20am Rosary, 10:45am Third Hour, 11am Divine Liturgy 
for the deceased George Bacasa by Gerald and Alexandria Bacasa
2pm Archeparchial Christmas Concert with refreshments and basket raffle to follow in the 
parish hall. Free admission. 

Confessions are available before Divine Liturgy. All divine liturgies are open for intentions. Call the office 
or fill out the request form in the back of church and leave it in the sacristy.
PLEASE NOTE: Evening College Ministry Divine Liturgies are on hiatus for the winter break. They 
will resume in January. All are welcome to attend any of the regularly scheduled Liturgies at local 
Byzantine churches. 
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Epistle ~ Ephesians  5:  9-19: For light produces every kind of goodness and righteousness and truth. Try to learn what 
is pleasing to the Lord  Take no part in the fruitless works of darkness; rather expose them,  for it is shameful even to 
mention the things done by them in secret; but everything exposed by the light becomes visible,   for everything that 

becomes visible is light. Therefore, it says:“Awake, O sleeper, and arise from the dead, and Christ will give you 
light.” Watch carefully then how you live, not as foolish persons but as wise, making the most of the opportunity, because 
the days are evil. Therefore, do not continue in ignorance, but try to understand what is the will of the Lord.  And do not 
get drunk on wine, in which lies debauchery, but be filled with the Spirit,  addressing one another [in] psalms and hymns 
and spiritual songs, singing and playing to the Lord in your hearts,

~~~~~In this portion of his letter which was penned to the Christians at Ephesus, the Holy Apostle Paul tells them to let 
their lives reflect their beliefs.  They have been instructed in the truths of their faith, and now through their actions, they 
must demonstrate to others the significance of a Christian's Way of Life.  Those who have accepted the mandates, the 
doctrines, and the principles that were taught by Jesus must live as children of "light," and light produces in people 
everything that is certainly wholesome, good, and true.  Evil is as utterly different from good as light is from darkness.  
Therefore, Jesus' committed followers must act appropriately as children of the "light". Our lives must be a testimonial to 
the things that are pleasing to our Heavenly Father, for we are to steer clear of the activities of "darkness".  Trusting in the 
Lord's assistance, we must strive to live the Christian way of life despite all the difficulties of these present times.

Gospel  ~ Luke 17:  12-19: As he was entering a village, ten lepers met [him]. They stood at a distance from him and 
raised their voice, saying, “Jesus, Master! Have pity on us!”fAnd when he saw them, he said, “Go show yourselves to the 
priests.” As they were going they were cleansed. And one of them, realizing he had been healed, returned, glorifying God 
in a loud voice; and he fell at the feet of Jesus and thanked him. He was a Samaritan.  Jesus said in reply, “Ten were 
cleansed, were they not? Where are the other nine? Has none but this foreigner returned to give thanks to God?” Then he 
said to him, “Stand up and go; your faith has saved you.”

~~~~~In today’s gospel account, the Holy Evangelist Luke records for us how Jesus cured ten lepers.  In ancient times, 
leprous people were segregated from the rest of the populace.  Lepers banded together in colonies, and all national, racial, 
and regional distinctions were abandoned as they shared this common misery.  When the ten lepers called out to Jesus for 
mercy, He indeed took compassion upon them.  As they continued on their way, they suddenly realized that they had been
healed miraculously.  However, there was only one who came back to thank the Lord, and he wasn’t even a Jew; he was a 
Samaritan!  Only the Samaritan returned to Jesus to offer his THANKSGIVING while the nine Jews went on their way.  
Don’t so many people today act like the nine ungrateful Jewish lepers?  Many individuals look upon our fortunes and 
bounties like those Jews who, as God’s “Chosen People,” thought that God somehow owed them something due to their 
select status.  Although we receive so much from God, we really deserve nothing by reason of our own merits.  It is thus 
incumbent upon us always to demonstrate our thanksgiving to our Heavenly Father.

THE JOURNEY TOWARD BETHLEHEM:  THE SEASON OF THE PHILIPPIAN FAST…On this third Sunday 
of the Philippian Fast, the Church bids us to look forward with expectation to the coming of the Messiah at Christmas just 
as did the prophets of old who had foretold His coming.  Eight centuries before Christ, the Holy Prophet Isaiah foretold 
that a child would be born from a virgin girl, and this child was to bring together in Jerusalem all of the Jewish people 
who had been enslaved in Babylon.  For us Christians of today, this "Jerusalem" signifies heaven, for we also are exiled 
people, enslaved here on earth by the bondage of sin.  In our daily liturgical commemorations during this Philippian fast 
season, the Church provides us with the examples of six prophets who prophesied about the future birth of the Messiah.  
Each of these revered prophets is listed with the date of when he is commemorated; the century before Christ in which he 
spoke his prophecies, and a brief indication of what he had foretold.  (1) Obadiah – (Nov. 19th), 5th century B.C.  He 
assured the people of God's fidelity to His promise to send a messiah who would bring salvation, an augury fulfilled in 
Jesus Who preached salvation and testified that He was the Messiah – the Christ.  (2) Nahum – (Dec. 1st), 7th century B.C.
He predicted an era of peace on earth, the exact message echoed by the angels on the night of the Messiah's birth.  (3) 
Habakkuk – (Dec. 2nd), 7th century B.C.  He announced that the Lord would appear and dwell among His people, 
something fulfilled in the life of Jesus Who revealed to us His divinity.  (4) Zephaniah – (Dec. 3rd), 7th century B.C.  He 
proclaimed the coming of the messianic era, which would bring salvation, a reality that came to pass in the person of our 
Savior Jesus.  (5) Haggai – (Dec. 16th), 6th century B.C.  He declared that the messianic hope would be fulfilled through 
the royal House of David, and this came about as Jesus was born to David's lineage and in David's town of Bethlehem.  
(6) Daniel – (Dec. 17th), 6th century B.C.  He spoke about the deliverance coming through the "Son of Man," a title used 
by Jesus in referring to Himself.  In imitation of these ancients who vaticinated the Messiah and anticipated His coming, 
we Christians of today likewise anxiously await the Savior's holy birth once again this year into the Bethlehem of our 
hearts and the manger of our daily lives.  "He shall be born unto us, and God will be with us, and we shall find Him in the 
cave of Bethlehem."



Important note regarding Liturgy intentions: If you are requesting a Divine Liturgy for the deceased, please note if the
date requested is the anniversary of their death. This will help schedule the Liturgy as accurately as possible, and will let 
Father know which setting to use. Thank you.

Church Decorating and Setup for the Archeparchial choir concert will take place at 2pm on Saturday, Dec. 10.

ARCHEPARCHIAL CHOIR CONCERT AND BASKET RAFFLE: The archeparchial choir will hold its annual 
Christmas concert at Holy Spirit on Sunday, December 11 at 2pm. We will also be hosting a basket raffle to benefit the 
parish, and there will be food and other items for sale as well. Thank you for your support! 

AROUND THE EPARCHY

GCU CPRL Children’s Christmas Party ~ Sunday, December 4, 2022 starting at 11:30 am – St. John Chrysostom 
Church Hall, 506 Saline Street, Greenfield.  Children’s Christmas Party with Santa & St. Nicholas, Lunch, games, a 
puppet show and gifts from Santa and St. Nicholas.  Contact Kim Kolesar for more information  412 999-5714 or email 
her at kak210@comcast.net.

Registration Open for the Byzantine Catholic Seminary’s Spring Semester. The are many options for online and in-
person learning. Registration is due December 1. For more details, please see www.bcs.edu

Greater Pittsburgh Protopresbytery Schedules Philippian Fast Devotion ~ As we prepare to enter the Philip’s Fast-
Advent Season, the Pittsburgh Protopresbytery invites the faithful for the celebration of the Emmanuel Moleben 
reflection, and fellowship as we prepare our hearts for the incarnation of the Lord..  The second celebration of the 
Emanuel Moleben will take place on Sunday, December 18th at 3:00 pm at St. John Byzantine Catholic Church, 105 
Kohler Ave. Lyndora, PA.  At both celebrations a priest will be available for Holy Confession.  After the Divine Service 
refreshments will be offered.  We encourage the faithful to plan to attend these gatherings as we begin our journey toward 
Bethlehem.

GCU Seminary Fundraiser ~ The GCU has set up a fundraiser to benefit our St. Cyril and Methodius Seminary.  If you 
make a monetary donation to the Seminary between now and December 6, they will match the total donations up to 
$5,000.  To donate to the St. Nicholas Virtualthon Fundraiser you  can mail in your check payable to St. Nicholas Charity 
Dinner and send it to GCU St. Nicholas Virtualthon, 5400 Tuscarawas Rd. Beaver, PA 15009, or if you prefer to donate 
online, there is a link on the homepage of the GCU website www.GCUusa.com.  Thanks in advance for all you do for our 
church and our Seminarians.

CHRISTMAS MEMORIES ~ The BCW is looking for parishioners' favorite Christmas memories.  If you have a 
favorite parish related Christmas memory that you would like shared with the BCW please talk to Father Michael.

CHRISTMAS CRAFT/BAKE SALE  ~ St. John the Baptist Byzantine Catholic Church, 201 E. Main St., Uniontown, 
PA – 12 noon to 5:00 pm, and Sunday, December 4, from 10 am to 1 pm.  The sale will feature decorations, wood crafted 
items folk crafts, etc.  also homemade candy and baked goods.  For information, phone 724 438-1382.

Please pray for the causes of our four Saintly Bishops and ask them to intercede for your specific intentions: O Almighty God, 
our Lord, we bless You, we praise You, and we thank you for all the graces which You, in Your infinite mercy have bestowed upon 
us. We are especially grateful for giving us four saintly and heroic Bishops: Bishop Theodore G. Romzha, Bishop Paul P. Gojdich 
OBSM, Bishop Basil Hopko, and Bishop Alexander Chira, who, by their courage, charity, and intrepid faith, inspired our Ruthenian 
people in the darkest moments of their history. By their great sufferings, humiliating imprisonment, and violent death they gave living 
witness to their Catholic faith and glorified Your exalted name. Therefore, O Gracious Lord, glorify them in return by Your divine 
power and inscribe their names in the book of Your Saints. For you are holy, our God, and we render glory to You, Father, Son, and 
Holy Spirit, now and ever, and forever, Amen. With Ecclesiastical Approbation Acknowledgment of answered prayers: Postulator’s 
office, 54 Riverview Ave., Pittsburgh, PA 15214, U.S.A.

PRAYER FOR SEMINARIANS: Saints Cyril and Methodius, Venerable Apostles of the Slavs and Patrons of our Byzantine 
Catholic Seminary, we place our Seminarians in your loving care. Help them to grow in humility, meekness and prudence.  Enkindle 
in them a burning zeal for souls. May their hearts be filled with the gifts of the Holy Spirit and may they learn to know and love the 
church so that they may always and everywhere think, speak and act with Her, the Glorious Spouse of Christ. May they become 
exemplars of generosity and detachment from the things of this world. But above all, O Venerable Patrons, help them to truly know, 
love and serve the Eternal High Priest, Our Lord Jesus Christ, Whose priests they aspire to be. Amen. St. Michael the Archangel, 
Defend us in battle. Be our protection against the wickedness and snares of the Devil. May God rebuke him, we humbly pray. And do 
thou, O Prince of the heavenly hosts, By the power of God, cast into hell Satan and all the evil spirits, who prowl throughout the world
seeking the ruin of souls. Amen 


