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October 25, 2026
Twenty-Second Sunday After PentecostSCHEDULE OF DIVINE SERVICES

Sun Oct 25: Twenty-Second Sunday after Pentecost
        7:45 am Rosary, 8 am Divine Liturgy
        IHO Theresa Carr by Joe and Dolores Bacasa

        6 pm Divine Liturgy
        IHO Revilak Family by Theresa Carr

Mon Oct 26: The Great Martyr Demetrius
                      6 pm Confessions, 7 pm Divine Liturgy
                      IMO George Carr by Joseph and Dolores Bacasa

Fri Oct. 30: 5 pm Great Vespers 6 pm Divine Liturgy for the Hieromartyr Theodore Romzha
                     IMO Magdaline Carr by Joseph and Dolores Bacasa

Sat Oct. 31: Blessed Hieromartyr Theodore Romzha 
                     HOLLOWEEN, NO SERVICES

Sun Nov. 1: Twenty-Third Sunday after Pentecost (DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TURN CLOCKS BACK)
        7:45 am Rosary, 8 am Divine Liturgy
        IHO Theresa Carr on her Birthday by Holy Spirit Parish

        6 pm Divine Liturgy

Divine Liturgies are open for intentions for this new year. If you would like to make an intention for a Liturgy, please call the office or fill out request form in the back of the church and give it to Fr. Michael.































ON-LINE GIVING:  If you wish to make a monetary donation to our parish – you can do so on our website or by using this QR code.  Every dollar helps support the mission of our parish community.  Thank you.
[image: ]

PRAYER FOR OUR FOUR SAINTLY BISHOPS:  Please pray for the causes of our four Saintly Bishops and ask them to intercede for your specific intentions: O Almighty God, our Lord, we bless You, we praise You, and we thank you for all the graces which You, in Your infinite mercy have bestowed upon us. We are especially grateful for giving us four saintly and heroic Bishops: Bishop Theodore G. Romzha, Bishop Paul P. Gojdich OBSM, Bishop Basil Hopko, and Bishop Alexander Chira, who, by their courage, charity, and intrepid faith, inspired our Ruthenian people in the darkest moments of their history. By their great sufferings, humiliating imprisonment, and violent death they gave living witness to their Catholic faith and glorified Your exalted name. Therefore, O Gracious Lord, glorify them in return by Your divine power and inscribe their names in the book of Your Saints. For you are holy, our God, and we render glory to You, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, now and ever, and forever, Amen. With Ecclesiastical Approbation Acknowledgment of answered prayers: Postulator’s office, 54 Riverview Avenue, Pittsburgh, PA 15214, U.S.A.

PRAYER FOR SEMINARIANS:  Saints Cyril and Methodius, Venerable Apostles of the Slavs and Patrons of our Byzantine Catholic Seminary, we place our Seminarians in your loving care. Help them to grow in humility, meekness and prudence.  Enkindle in them a burning zeal for souls. May their hearts be filled with the gifts of the Holy Spirit and may they learn to know and love the church so that they may always and everywhere think, speak and act with Her, the Glorious Spouse of Christ. May they become exemplars of generosity and detachment from the things of this world. But above all, O Venerable Patrons, help them to truly know, love and serve the Eternal High Priest, Our Lord Jesus Christ, whose priests they aspire to be. Amen. 

St. Michael the Archangel, Defend us in battle. Be our protection against the wickedness and snares of the Devil. May God rebuke him, we humbly pray. And do thou, O Prince of the heavenly hosts, By the power of God, cast into hell Satan and all the evil spirits, who prowl throughout the world seeking the ruin of souls. Amen.
WEEKLY OFFERINGS/LITURGY ATTENDANCE FOR Oct 18:
Offering: $2,068.00	Attendance: 8 am: 32	Total: 32

OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES: God grant you all many blessed years!
10/5 Alexandria Bacasa
10/17 Dolores Bacasa
10/25 Mary Ann Meredith
10/28 Emanuel Revilak
Don’t see your birthday or anniversary? Let us know so we can update the directory!

SECOND SONGS & STORIES FROM THE MOUNTAINS: Tickets are now on sale $25 in advance or $30 at the door, $15 for Students.  Buy one for yourself and bring a friend!  If you’re interested in volunteering for the event, please speak with Fr. Michael.  We need auction baskets/items by Sunday, Nov. 1! Thank you for your support – see you there!

SAVE THE DATE: SUN. DEC. 6 - 69TH ANNUAL ST. NICHOLAS CELEBRATION: Reserve your tickets by Sunday Nov. 15th.  Adults $45, children ages 12 and under $20.
You can also purchase Raffle Tickets to benefit Ss. Cyril and Methodius Byzantine Catholic Seminary, with cash prizes of $2,000.00, $1,500.00, and $250.00 for $10 per ticket.  The last day to purchase tickets is November 29th.  Please speak to either Mary Dzurichko or Fr. Michael Kunitz if you’re interested.

MORNING/EVENING LITURGY COFFEE SOCIAL VOLUNTEERS: It is important that we spend time in conversation with one another.  To make it truly a time of sharing – we ask everyone to sign up to host a Sunday. The October Sunday Evening Social is tonight. We look forward to seeing you!

TODAY IS LAST CHANCE TO SUPPORT GCU FOOD PANTRY COLLECTION: The GCU is sponsoring a Holiday Food Bank Donation Program. We will be collecting monetary donations for Community Human Services Oakland Food Pantry on Lawn St. in South Oakland.  Place the specially labeled envelopes in the narthex in the collection basket no later than Sun. Oct. 25, by cash or by check made payable to Holy Spirit Church.  The GCU will match our donations to $500. TODAY IS THE LAST DAY TO GIVE!!!!!

SAINT OF THE DAY: 10/25 The holy martyrs and notaries Marcian and Martyrius, a cantor and subdeacon in Constantinople who were killed under emperor Constantius. (355)
10/26 The holy and great martyr Demetrius. Born in Salonica of devout parents, he was a much-longed-for only child. Because of his he received an excellent education. Like his father, Demetrius became a soldier in the Roman army. The emperor Maximian appointed him to persecute the Christians in Salonica, but Demetrius confessed his faith and preached Christ. He was cruelly martyred for his witness to the Lord. Since earliest times, he has been regarded as a wonderworker and powerful intercessor. (305)
10/27 The holy martyr Nestor learned of Christianity from St. Demetrius the Great Martyr. Nestor was moved to defend Christians being tortured in the arena of Salonica, and defeated the brute gladiator who was killing the innocents. The emperor Maximian ordered Nestor to be beheaded. (306)
10/27 The holy martyr Capitolina and her servant Erotheides in Cappadocia (c.304)
10/28 The holy martyrs Terence and Neonila, husband and wife from Syria, who were martyred with their seven children for their witness to Christ.
10/28 Our holy father Stephen the Sabbaite, hymnographer. The author of many beautiful Canons, he lived in the community of St. Sabbas the Sanctified, near Jerusalem. He later became a bishop and died peacefully. (807)
10/29 The holy venerable martyr Anastasia. Born in Rome to wealthy and upper- class parents, she was left an orphan at age three. She was taken to a women’s monastery to live, under the guidance of the Hegumena Sophia. When she was seventeen, the pagan governor summoned her to defend herself, which she did with great eloquence. She was stripped, tortured, and finally mutilated by the guards. This was during the persecution of the emperor Decius (249-251).
10/30 The holy martyr Zenobius and his sister Zenobia at Sidon in Phoenicia, priest, who, in the severity of the persecution of Diocletian the emperor, urged others to martyrdom and himself was crowned with martyrdom along with his sister. (285)
10/31 The holy priest-martyr Theodore Romzha. Born in Veliky Bychkiv in Carpatho-Russia in 1911, he came from a poor family and exhibited a vocation to the priesthood. Sent to Rome for studies, he was ordained in 1937 and sent to the country parish of Berzovo. In 1939, taught at the seminary in Uzhhorod until 1944. Despite his youth, he was ordained bishop for the Mukachevo Eparchy. During the Soviet Army’s occupation of Carpatho-Russia, he tirelessly cared for his flock and stood in defense of the rights of the Byzantine Catholic Church. On October 27, 1947, he was severely wounded in a staged accident. He was taken to the hospital in Mukachevo, where he was subsequently poisoned, and died. (1947)

EPISTLE: Galatians 6:11-18
[bookmark: 56006012][bookmark: 56006013][bookmark: 56006014][bookmark: 56006015][bookmark: 56006016][bookmark: 56006017][bookmark: 56006018]See with what large letters - I am writing to you in my own hand!  It is those who want to make a good appearance in the flesh who are trying to compel you to have yourselves circumcised, only that they may not be persecuted for the cross of Christ.  Not even those having themselves circumcised observe the law themselves; they only want you to be circumcised so that they may boast of your flesh.  But may I never boast except in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, through which the world has been crucified to me, and I to the world. For neither does circumcision mean anything, nor does uncircumcision, but only a new creation.  Peace and mercy be to all who follow this rule and to the Israel of God.  From now on, let no one make troubles for me; for I bear the marks of Jesus on my body.  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit, brothers. Amen.

GOSPEL: Luke 16: 19-31
[bookmark: 50016020][bookmark: 50016021][bookmark: 50016022][bookmark: 50016023][bookmark: 50016024][bookmark: 50016025][bookmark: 50016026][bookmark: 50016027][bookmark: 50016028][bookmark: 50016029][bookmark: 50016030][bookmark: 50016031]There was a rich man who dressed in purple garments and fine linen and dined sumptuously each day.  And lying at his door was a poor man named Lazarus, covered with sores, who would gladly have eaten his fill of the scraps that fell from the rich man’s table. Dogs even used to come and lick his sores.  When the poor man died, he was carried away by angels to the bosom of Abraham. The rich man also died and was buried, and from the netherworld, where he was in torment, he raised his eyes and saw Abraham far off and Lazarus at his side.  And he cried out, ‘Father Abraham, have pity on me. Send Lazarus to dip the tip of his finger in water and cool my tongue, for I am suffering torment in these flames.’  Abraham replied, ‘My child, remember that you received what was good during your lifetime while Lazarus likewise received what was bad; but now he is comforted here, whereas you are tormented. Moreover, between us and you a great chasm is established to prevent anyone from crossing who might wish to go from our side to yours or from your side to ours.’ He said, ‘Then I beg you, father, send him to my father’s house, for I have five brothers, so that he may warn them, lest they too come to this place of torment.’ But Abraham replied, ‘They have Moses and the prophets. Let them listen to them.’  He said, ‘Oh no, father Abraham, but if someone from the dead goes to them, they will repent.’  Then Abraham said, ‘If they will not listen to Moses and the prophets, neither will they be persuaded if someone should rise from the dead.”

A WORD FROM FR. MICHAEL: There is nothing intrinsically wrong with being wealthy or having sumptuous food, so why does the Rich Man merit damnation? We are not told that he was gluttonous, or that he stole, nor are we given any indication of which of God’s Commandments that he might have broken to wind up there.  In the parable, the Abraham tells the Rich Man that, “[m]y child, remember that you received what was good during your lifetime while Lazarus likewise received what was bad; but now he is comforted here, whereas you are tormented.”  How does the goodness of his life against the backdrop of the misery of Lazarus’ life warrant such a punishment?
The central theme of Jesus’ moral teachings revolves around the preeminent principle of the Divine Love; to will the good of another. Jesus’ specific moral teachings are marked by consistently intensifying the ordinary understanding of the Mosaic Law in His own time. For Jesus, we are judged according to how well we intentionally will the good towards God, towards our neighbor, towards the stranger, and even towards our enemies. While most Rabbis and scholars were concerned with legal/moral precision in their interpretations of the Mosaic Law, Christ’s teachings were focused on something far more fundamental.
The principle of love on which the whole of the Christian moral life rests must be understood in opposition to its adverse, Hate. If Love is to will the good of another, then Hate is to will evil towards another. Love and Hate differ not just in direction but also in manifestation. Love is not accidental, nor is it achieved via a lack of attention. It is something that is deeply rooted in intention. If we’re trying to hurt someone, for example, and we accidentally help them out, that doesn’t mean that we have somehow loved them, since the act of love is rooted not necessarily in an outcome but in objective of the act of the will. Hate, by contrast, can be both intentional and unintentional. We can very easily imagine a situation where we are actively trying to help someone and we just wind up hurting them, because we did not take the full context of the situation into account.
The Rich Man’s condemnation is rooted in indifference. Lazarus sat at his door for years destitute and in agony, and the Rich Man did nothing to help him when he easily could have. He felt that Lazarus was not his responsibility and that he was, somehow, beneath him, reflecting the presumptuous attitude with which he viewed Lazarus as a servant. Pope St. Gregory the Great famously interpreted the moral lesson from this story when he said, “under the Old Law, we were condemned for stealing. Under the New Law of Christ, we are condemned for not giving to those in need.” More positively, St. John Chyrsostom said of it, “The Rich are given for the sake of the Poor, and the Poor are given for the salvation of the Rich.”
To earnestly live and love in the Christian life, we must see the face of God in all those we encounter and strive to approach them as to how we should like to approach God at the final judgment. The actions we make exteriorly in our lives betray the reality of the intentions and desires of our hearts. As important as it is to live uprightly in our actions, we must also remember that conformity of hearts to Divine Love must serve as the bedrock for all that we do. It is not enough to view the moral life as check list, we must view in according to the reality of conforming the core of our nature and person to the very heart of Jesus Christ to all we encounter, especially those we are able to serve. As St. John Chyrsostom so famously said, “if you cannot see Christ in the beggar at the Church door, they you will surely not find Him in the Chalice.”
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