HOLY SPIRIT BYZANTINE CATHOLIC CHURCH
4815 5th Avenue, Pittsburgh, PA 15213 - Rectory Phone: 412-687-1220
Website: holyspiritbyzcath.com - Email: holyspiritinformation@gmail.com
Administrator: Reverend Michael D. Kunitz, M. Div.
Email: FrMichaelKunitz@gmail.com
Cantor: Julia Revilak & Family
Sub-Deacon: Raphael Ruggiero
November 1, 2026
Twenty-Third Sunday After PentecostSCHEDULE OF DIVINE SERVICES

Sun Nov 1: Twenty-Third Sunday after Pentecost (DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TURN CLOCKS BACK)
      7:45 am Rosary, 8 am Divine Liturgy
      IHO Theresa Carr on her Birthday by Holy Spirit Parish

      6 pm Divine Liturgy
      IHO Emmanuel Revilak for his Birthday by the Revilak Family

Mon Nov. 2: 6 pm Confessions, 7 pm Daily Vespers

Fri Nov 6: 6 pm Confessions, 7pm Divine Liturgy 

Sat Nov 7: 5pm NO SERVICES: STORIES AND SONGS FROM 1:30 PM – 5:00 PM

Sun Nov. 1: Twenty-Fourth Sunday after Pentecost – Michael the Archangel & All Angels
       7:45 am Rosary, 8 am Divine Liturgy
      IHO Dolores Bacasa by her husband Joseph Bacasa

        6 pm Divine Liturgy

Divine Liturgies are open for intentions for this new year. If you would like to make an intention for a Liturgy, please call the office or fill out request form in the back of the church and give it to Fr. Michael.





























VOLUNTEERS NEEDED SAT. NOV 7: We need volunteers to help clean up the hall and to be present to work on the day of for Stories and Songs.  Anyone interested in contributing some time to help prepare the space or to help on Saturday should speak to either Fr. Michael or Mary Dzurichko.  There’s plenty to do, so don’t be shy to raise your hand!
ON-LINE GIVING:  If you wish to make a monetary donation to our parish – you can do so on our website or by using this QR code.  Every dollar helps support the mission of our parish community.  Thank you.
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PRAYER FOR OUR FOUR SAINTLY BISHOPS:  Please pray for the causes of our four Saintly Bishops and ask them to intercede for your specific intentions: O Almighty God, our Lord, we bless You, we praise You, and we thank you for all the graces which You, in Your infinite mercy have bestowed upon us. We are especially grateful for giving us four saintly and heroic Bishops: Bishop Theodore G. Romzha, Bishop Paul P. Gojdich OBSM, Bishop Basil Hopko, and Bishop Alexander Chira, who, by their courage, charity, and intrepid faith, inspired our Ruthenian people in the darkest moments of their history. By their great sufferings, humiliating imprisonment, and violent death they gave living witness to their Catholic faith and glorified Your exalted name. Therefore, O Gracious Lord, glorify them in return by Your divine power and inscribe their names in the book of Your Saints. For you are holy, our God, and we render glory to You, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, now and ever, and forever, Amen. With Ecclesiastical Approbation Acknowledgment of answered prayers: Postulator’s office, 54 Riverview Avenue, Pittsburgh, PA 15214, U.S.A.

PRAYER FOR SEMINARIANS:  Saints Cyril and Methodius, Venerable Apostles of the Slavs and Patrons of our Byzantine Catholic Seminary, we place our Seminarians in your loving care. Help them to grow in humility, meekness and prudence.  Enkindle in them a burning zeal for souls. May their hearts be filled with the gifts of the Holy Spirit and may they learn to know and love the church so that they may always and everywhere think, speak and act with Her, the Glorious Spouse of Christ. May they become exemplars of generosity and detachment from the things of this world. But above all, O Venerable Patrons, help them to truly know, love and serve the Eternal High Priest, Our Lord Jesus Christ, whose priests they aspire to be. Amen. 

St. Michael the Archangel, Defend us in battle. Be our protection against the wickedness and snares of the Devil. May God rebuke him, we humbly pray. And do thou, O Prince of the heavenly hosts, By the power of God, cast into hell Satan and all the evil spirits, who prowl throughout the world seeking the ruin of souls. Amen.
WEEKLY OFFERINGS/LITURGY ATTENDANCE FOR Oct 25:
Offering: $1238.00	Attendance: 8 am: 30	6 pm:	6	Total: 36

NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES: God grant you many blessed years!
11/1 Theresa Carr
11/13 Gerald Bacasa
11/17 Milan Sr. & Olga Revilak Wedding Anniversary

Don’t see your birthday or anniversary? Let us know so we can update the directory!

SLOVAK FEST 2026: We will have a booth at the Cathedral of Learning this afternoon at the annual Slovak Fest, operating from 12-4PM.  Don’t hesitate to come on down to say hi!

SECOND SONGS & STORIES FROM THE MOUNTAINS IS NEXT WEEKEND: Tickets are now on sale $25 in advance or $30 at the door, $15 for Students.  Buy one for yourself and bring a friend!  If you’re interested in volunteering for the event, please speak with Fr. Michael.  We need auction baskets/items by TODAY! Thank you for your support – see you there!

NOV. 14 FRIENDSGIVING: The Catholic Alumni Club cordially invites all single Catholic adults to a Friendsgiving celebration on Sat. Nov. 14 from 5:30 PM – 8:30 PM, here at Holy Spirit.  A Divine Liturgy will be offered at 4 PM that day for the occasion.

SAVE THE DATE: SUN. DEC. 6 - 69TH ANNUAL ST. NICHOLAS CELEBRATION: Reserve your tickets by Sunday Nov. 15th.  Adults $45, children ages 12 and under $20.
You can also purchase Raffle Tickets to benefit Ss. Cyril and Methodius Byzantine Catholic Seminary, with cash prizes of $2,000.00, $1,500.00, and $250.00 for $10 per ticket.  The last day to purchase tickets is November 29th.  Please speak to either Mary Dzurichko or Fr. Michael Kunitz if you’re interested.

MORNING/EVENING LITURGY COFFEE SOCIAL VOLUNTEERS: It is important that we spend time in conversation with one another.  To make it truly a time of sharing – we ask everyone to sign up to host a Sunday. The November Sunday Evening Social will be November 22. We look forward to seeing you!
SAINT OF THE DAY: 11/1 The holy unmercenary wonder workers Cosmas and Damian who, it is said, practiced medicine asking for no money in Cyrrhus in Euphratesia and many were healed by their free cures.
11/2 The holy martyrs Akindynos, Pegasius, Aphthonius, Elpidiphor, and Anempodistus, and very many companions in Persia, martyrs, who, under Licinius the emperor, suffered under the King Shapur II. (335)
11/3 The holy martyrs Acepsimas the bishop, Joseph the priest, and Aeithalas the deacon. Acepsimas was eighty years old when the Persian king Sapor began the persecution of Christians in which Acepsimas was seized. He was interrogated, thrown into prison with Joseph and Aeithalas, and then killed. They suffered in the fourth century. (4th century)
11/3 Foundation of the church of the holy great martyr George in Lydda, where his relics are kept. This is the anniversary of the translation of the relics of the Great Martyr from Nicomedia to Lydda in Palestine. In the time of the emperor Constantine the Great, a beautiful church was built to house the relics. It remains a place of great pilgrimage.
11/4 Our venerable father Joannicus the Great in the coenobium of Antidium in Bithynia, monk, who, having left the military after more than twenty years in arms, pursued the solitary life in different forests of Mt. Olympus. He was accustomed to end his prayer with these words: "God my hope, Christ my refuge, Holy Spirit my protector." (846)
11/4 The holy martyr Nicander, bishop of Myra and the priest Hermas, at Myra in Lycia. Both were ordained by the Apostle Titus. They were distinguished by a great zeal for the Faith and for their great labors in winning pagans for Christ. Because of this, they were tortured in various ways and eventually were buried alive. (1st century)
11/5 The holy martyrs Galaction and Episteme, husband and wife who joined nearby monasteries immediately after their marriage. They did not see each other until the persecution which brought them both into court and saw them die on the same day. (253)
11/6 Our father Paul the Confessor, archbishop of Constantinople, who was frequently exiled by the Arians because of his adherence to the Nicene faith and as often restored in dignity. Finally he was sent by Constantius the emperor to Cucusum, a small village in Cappadocia. In that place, it is said, he was strangled in a conspiracy of the Arians. (351)
11/7 The holy thirty-three martyrs at Melitene. Hieron was a devout Christian who cared diligently for his blind mother, Stratonica. He was forcibly impressed into the army, where he refused to worship idols. He was brought before the local governor with thirty-two other local Christians. They went to their death singing the psalm, “Blessed are those undefiled in their way, who walk in the Law of the Lord.” (298)
11/7 Our venerable father Lazarus the Wonderworker, who fasted in the hills of Galilee. He left for the Holy Land on pilgrimage and became a monk of the monastery of St. Sabbas the Sanctified. After ten years, he settled in Galilee and lived as a stylite. (11th century)
EPISTLE: Ephesians 2:4-10
[bookmark: 57002005][bookmark: 57002006][bookmark: 57002007][bookmark: 57002008][bookmark: 57002009][bookmark: 57002010]But God, who is rich in mercy, because of the great love he had for us, even when we were dead in our transgressions, brought us to life with Christ (by grace you have been saved) raised us up with him, and seated us with him in the heavens in Christ Jesus, that in the ages to come he might show the immeasurable riches of his grace in his kindness to us in Christ Jesus.  For by grace, you have been saved through faith, and this is not from you; it is the gift of God; it is not from works, so no one may boast. For we are his handiwork, created in Christ Jesus for the good works that God has prepared in advance, that we should live in them.

GOSPEL: Luke 8:26-39
[bookmark: 50008027][bookmark: 50008028][bookmark: 50008029][bookmark: 50008030][bookmark: 50008031][bookmark: 50008032][bookmark: 50008033][bookmark: 50008034][bookmark: 50008035][bookmark: 50008036][bookmark: 50008037][bookmark: 50008038][bookmark: 50008039]Then they sailed to the territory of the Gerasenes, which is opposite Galilee. When he came ashore a man from the town who was possessed by demons met him. For a long time he had not worn clothes; he did not live in a house, but lived among the tombs.  When he saw Jesus, he cried out and fell down before him; in a loud voice he shouted, “What have you to do with me, Jesus, son of the Most High God? I beg you, do not torment me!” For he had ordered the unclean spirit to come out of the man. (It had taken hold of him many times, and he used to be bound with chains and shackles as a restraint, but he would break his bonds and be driven by the demon into deserted places.)  Then Jesus asked him, “What is your name?” He replied, “Legion,” because many demons had entered him.  And they pleaded with him not to order them to depart to the abyss. A herd of many swine was feeding there on the hillside, and they pleaded with him to allow them to enter those swine; and he let them.  The demons came out of the man and entered the swine, and the herd rushed down the steep bank into the lake and was drowned.  When the swineherds saw what had happened, they ran away and reported the incident in the town and throughout the countryside.  People came out to see what had happened and, when they approached Jesus, they discovered the man from whom the demons had come out sitting at his feet.  He was clothed and in his right mind, and they were seized with fear.  Those who witnessed it told them how the possessed man had been saved.  The entire population of the region of the Gerasenes asked Jesus to leave them because they were seized with great fear. So he got into a boat and returned.  The man from whom the demons had come out begged to remain with him, but he sent him away, saying, “Return home and recount what God has done for you.” The man went off and proclaimed throughout the whole town what Jesus had done for him.





A WORD FROM FR. MICHAEL: I’m often asked how much I charge for the various services I provide as a priest.  Questions about Liturgy stipends, the cost for Baptisms, Weddings, and Funerals all come up when these events arise, and these inquiries are rooted in a genuine sense of seeking to follow the right protocol by those needing the ministry.  They understand that the work and service I provide is valuable and so they want to ensure that the parish, the cantor, and I are adequately compensated, for which we are all extremely grateful.  Afterall, the Lord says clearly that we are not to deny the worker his wages.  Though the question comes up a lot, I still find myself uncomfortable with answering it, because I do not want to give the wrong implication by my answer.
According to the Pastoral Handbook issued by the Archeparchy to all its priests, there are recommended stipend guides for each service a priest can perform.  These numbers are typically the straightforward answer which people are looking for, and to be fair, they are quite reasonable.  There are two problems I tend to run into though which cause me to be hesitant, and these have to do with the mindset in which the question is asked, and the potential misunderstanding which can be received by the simple answer.  The key word here is “recommended” because, at the end of the day, we cannot canonically charge for the work of the Church.  Though the parish still has expenses that need to be covered, such as the utilities and ensuring that the Cantors are adequately compensated, God’s blessings and mysteries don’t come with price tags, and His mercy is not something which can or should be priced out of availability to the faithful.
Giving of ourselves selflessly in service to those in need is a cornerstone of the Christian faith.  Our Lord tells us to give without expecting repayment.  Priests, being those who are meant to lead their parish communities, should especially lead by example, not seeking reward for the work we do, but accepting the work as its own reward.  While not everyone can practically live in this way constantly, there are still great examples of Christians from various professions who also embodies the spirit of selfless giving across Church History.
Today, we celebrate the feast of two such exemplars of this charity; the great Unmercenary Healers, Ss. Cosmas and Damien, two physicians who healed people without accepting payment for their services.  In today’s day and age, where medical expenses are some of the most cost prohibitive necessities which people struggle with, it is amazing to think that there were doctors who worked, as a matter of principle, pro bono.  Yet, before the great collapse of the mendicant orders which was brought on by the disastrous effects of the sexual revolution in the 20th century, there used to be massive systems of Catholic Hospitals, Asylums, Orphanages, Homeless Shelters, and other incredibly helpful infrastructure for the financially precarious and destitute.  Such institutions are barely visible anymore in the western world, but the example of Ss. Cosmas and Damian, along with those of other unmercenary healers like Ss. Cyrus, John, and Panteleimon, remind us that the mercies and blessings of God are truly priceless.
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