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Twenty-First Sunday After PentecostSCHEDULE OF DIVINE SERVICES

Sun Oct 18: Twenty-First Sunday after Pentecost
        7:45 am Rosary, 8 am Divine Liturgy
        IMO Maria Hajnik Dzurichko by her granddaughter Mary Dzurichko

        6 pm NO SERVICE – Deanery Pasta Dinner

Mon Oct 19: 6 pm Confessions, 7 pm Daily Vespers

Fri Oct. 23: 6 pm Confessions, 7 pm Divine Liturgy
                     IMO George Carr by his wife Theresa Carr

Sat Oct. 24: 5 pm Confessions, 6 pm Great Vespers

Sun Oct 25: Twenty-Second Sunday after Pentecost
        7:45 am Rosary, 8 am Divine Liturgy
        IHO Theresa Carr by Joe and Dolores Bacasa

        6 pm Divine Liturgy
        IHO Revilak Family by Theresa Carr

Divine Liturgies are open for intentions for this new year. If you would like to make an intention for a Liturgy, please call the office or fill out request form in the back of the church and give it to Fr. Michael.






























NO 6 PM DIVINE LITURGY TONIGHT: Fr. Michael will be working the Deanery Pasta Dinner at St. Ellias Church.
ON-LINE GIVING:  If you wish to make a monetary donation to our parish – you can do so on our website or by using this QR code.  Every dollar helps support the mission of our parish community.  Thank you.
[image: ]

PRAYER FOR OUR FOUR SAINTLY BISHOPS:  Please pray for the causes of our four Saintly Bishops and ask them to intercede for your specific intentions: O Almighty God, our Lord, we bless You, we praise You, and we thank you for all the graces which You, in Your infinite mercy have bestowed upon us. We are especially grateful for giving us four saintly and heroic Bishops: Bishop Theodore G. Romzha, Bishop Paul P. Gojdich OBSM, Bishop Basil Hopko, and Bishop Alexander Chira, who, by their courage, charity, and intrepid faith, inspired our Ruthenian people in the darkest moments of their history. By their great sufferings, humiliating imprisonment, and violent death they gave living witness to their Catholic faith and glorified Your exalted name. Therefore, O Gracious Lord, glorify them in return by Your divine power and inscribe their names in the book of Your Saints. For you are holy, our God, and we render glory to You, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, now and ever, and forever, Amen. With Ecclesiastical Approbation Acknowledgment of answered prayers: Postulator’s office, 54 Riverview Avenue, Pittsburgh, PA 15214, U.S.A.

PRAYER FOR SEMINARIANS:  Saints Cyril and Methodius, Venerable Apostles of the Slavs and Patrons of our Byzantine Catholic Seminary, we place our Seminarians in your loving care. Help them to grow in humility, meekness and prudence.  Enkindle in them a burning zeal for souls. May their hearts be filled with the gifts of the Holy Spirit and may they learn to know and love the church so that they may always and everywhere think, speak and act with Her, the Glorious Spouse of Christ. May they become exemplars of generosity and detachment from the things of this world. But above all, O Venerable Patrons, help them to truly know, love and serve the Eternal High Priest, Our Lord Jesus Christ, whose priests they aspire to be. Amen. 

St. Michael the Archangel, Defend us in battle. Be our protection against the wickedness and snares of the Devil. May God rebuke him, we humbly pray. And do thou, O Prince of the heavenly hosts, By the power of God, cast into hell Satan and all the evil spirits, who prowl throughout the world seeking the ruin of souls. Amen.
WEEKLY OFFERINGS/LITURGY ATTENDANCE FOR Oct 11:
Offering: $643.00	Attendance: 8 am: 15	6 pm: 9	Total: 24

OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES: God grant you all many blessed years!
10/5 Alexandria Bacasa
10/17 Dolores Bacasa
10/25 Mary Ann Meredith
10/28 Emanuel Revilak
Don’t see your birthday or anniversary? Let us know so we can update the directory!

SECOND SONGS & STORIES FROM THE MOUNTAINS: Tickets are now on sale $25 in advance or $30 at the door, $15 for Students.  Buy one for yourself and bring a friend!  If you’re interested in volunteering for the event, please speak with Fr. Michael.  We need auction baskets/items by Sunday, Nov. 1! Thank you for your support – see you there!

SAVE THE DATE: SUN. DEC. 6 - 69TH ANNUAL ST. NICHOLAS CELEBRATION: Reserve your tickets by Sunday Nov. 15th.  Adults $45, children ages 12 and under $20.
You can also purchase Raffle Tickets to benefit Ss. Cyril and Methodius Byzantine Catholic Seminary, with cash prizes of $2,000.00, $1,500.00, and $250.00 for $10 per ticket.  The last day to purchase tickets is November 29th.  Please speak to either Mary Dzurichko or Fr. Michael Kunitz if you’re interested. 

MORNING/EVENING LITURGY COFFEE SOCIAL VOLUNTEERS: It is important that we spend time in conversation with one another.  To make it truly a time of sharing – we ask everyone to sign up to host a Sunday. The next Sunday Evening Social will be October 25, 2026. We look forward to seeing you!

GCU FOOD PANTRY COLLECTION: The GCU is sponsoring a Holiday Food Bank Donation Program. We will be collecting monetary donations for Community Human Services Oakland Food Pantry on Lawn St. in South Oakland.  Place the specially labeled envelopes in the narthex in the collection basket no later than Sun. Oct. 25, by cash or by check made payable to Holy Spirit Church.  The GCU will match our donations to $500.

DEANERY PASTA DINNER For those of you that signed up for the annual Deanery Pasta dinner at St. Elias Parish, 4200 Homestead-Duquesne Rd., Munhall, we look forward to seeing your from 3 pm-5 pm.  This is a free event, but a free-will offering will be accepted The meal is prepared and served by the clergy of our Pittsburgh Deanery, and is an enjoyable time of good food, fellowship, and community

SAINT OF THE DAY: 10/18 The holy apostle and evangelist Luke. He was born of a pagan family in Antioch and was a doctor by profession. He was converted to the faith and became a companion of St. Paul the Apostle. He diligently arranged all the things which Jesus did and taught in the book of his Gospel. Likewise, in his Acts of the Apostles, he told the beginnings of the life of the Church up to the time of the first visit of Paul to Rome.
10/19 The holy prophet Joel, who announced the great day of the Lord and the mysterious pouring out of the Spirit on all flesh, which the divine majesty in Christ deemed fit to fulfill marvelously on the day of Pentecost.
10/19 The holy martyr Varus in Egypt. He was a soldier, who, under Maximianus the emperor, visited and refreshed six holy hermits held in a prison. When a seventh died in the wilderness, Varus wished to take his place and suffered most cruel torments with them. (307)
10/19 Our venerable father John of Rila was born in Skrino, at the time of the emperor Boris, to poor but worthy parents. He became a monk and lived first in a high mountain cave and then in a hollow tree on the mountain of Rila in Bulgaria. He came to be known as a wonder worker. Many came to settle near John, and a church and monastery were built there. John died at 70, and his relics are preserved at the monastery at Rila. (946)
10/20 The holy great martyr Artemius. Egyptian by birth, he was the commander-in- chief of the army of emperor St. Constantine the Great. When the cross of the Lord appeared in the sky to the emperor, Artemius also saw it and came to faith. He was eventually appointed governor in Egypt. During the reign of emperor Julian the Apostate, he was stripped of his rank and thrown into prison. The emperor had him cruelly killed. (392)
10/21 Our venerable father Hilary the Great on the island of Cyprus, hegumen. He followed in the footsteps of St. Anthony, first near Gaza leading a solitary life. Then in this province of Cyprus, he was an outstanding founder and example of eremetical life. (372)
10/23 The holy apostle James, the brother of God, called the Just One, was the first to rule the Church in Jerusalem. Paul testifies that he was among the witnesses of the Resurrection (cf I Cor. 15:7). When a controversy about circumcision arose, he dissented from the opinion of Peter, that the old yoke not be imposed on the gentiles. Not long afterwards, he crowned his apostolate with martyrdom.

EPISTLE: Galatians 2:16-20
[bookmark: 56002017][bookmark: 56002018][bookmark: 56002019][bookmark: 56002020]Who know that a person is not justified by works of the law but through faith in Jesus Christ, even we have believed in Christ Jesus that we may be justified by faith in Christ and not by works of the law, because by works of the law no one will be justified. But if, in seeking to be justified in Christ, we ourselves are found to be sinners, is Christ then a minister of sin?  Of course not!  But if I am building up again those things that I tore down, then I show myself to be a transgressor. For through the law I died to the law, that I might live for God. I have been crucified with Christ; yet I live, no longer I, but Christ lives in me; insofar as I now live in the flesh, I live by faith in the Son of God who has loved me and given himself up for me.

GOSPEL: Luke 8:5-15
[bookmark: 50008006][bookmark: 50008007][bookmark: 50008008][bookmark: 50008009][bookmark: 50008010][bookmark: 50008012][bookmark: 50008013][bookmark: 50008014][bookmark: 50008015]A sower went out to sow his seed. And as he sowed, some seed fell on the path and was trampled, and the birds of the sky ate it up.  Some seed fell on rocky ground, and when it grew, it withered for lack of moisture.  Some seed fell among thorns, and the thorns grew with it and choked it.  And some seed fell on good soil, and when it grew, it produced fruit a hundredfold.” After saying this, he called out, “Whoever has ears to hear ought to hear.” Then his disciples asked him what the meaning of this parable might be. He answered, “Knowledge of the mysteries of the kingdom of God has been granted to you; but to the rest, they are made known through parables so that ‘they may look but not see, and hear but not understand.’ “This is the meaning of the parable. The seed is the word of God.  Those on the path are the ones who have heard, but the devil comes and takes away the word from their hearts that they may not believe and be saved. Those on rocky ground are the ones who, when they hear, receive the word with joy, but they have no root; they believe only for a time and fall away in time of trial. As for the seed that fell among thorns, they are the ones who have heard, but as they go along, they are choked by the anxieties and riches and pleasures of life, and they fail to produce mature fruit. But as for the seed that fell on rich soil, they are the ones who, when they have heard the word, embrace it with a generous and good heart, and bear fruit through perseverance.

A WORD FROM FR. MICHAEL: What does it mean to say, “I have faith in Christ”?  We might be tempted to think of “faith” as a kind of intellectual assent to a particular set of propositions, where we think that having the right thoughts or right feelings about Jesus is all that is required.  Under this model, one is only obligated to profess Christ in their mind and on their lips.  While this is a popular notion, especially amongst many protestants, it is not the fullness of the picture which is given to us by Christ and His Apostles in the Holy Scriptures.  Rather, “faith” is seen as the impetus to “love,” that gift which we nurture for the purpose of cooperation with the mighty works of God.  If we understand faith rightly, then, to have faith in Christ means live (i.e. to act) as Christ has so commanded us to do.
To better understand this, take for example the case of a how supporters for a mayor’s reelection respond to their candidate.  If we like the mayor who promises to make life in the city better if he is elected, we might say something like, “I have faith in the mayor that he will keep his campaign promises.”  We would then proceed to vote for him and speak well of him to others during and after the campaign.  However, if we still said we had faith in that mayor, but never encouraged others to vote for him, or never brought ourselves to the ballot box to vote for him, or if we even continually complained about his policies and the way he ran the city, would we actually have faith in that mayor in any meaningful sense?  Of course not.  We would simply be offering lip service with no substance behind our own words.
When we say that we, “have faith in Christ,” it is worth asking ourselves how that faith manifests itself in our lives.  Do we live as Christ taught us to live?  Do we make the effort to spread the good news of God come to earth in our human flesh?  Do we embody Christ not merely theoretically, but do we live as changed men and women who, as St. Paul says, “I have been crucified with Christ; yet I live, no longer I, but Christ lives in me”?  In other words, when we live, to people see us, or do they see Christ?
To achieve this kind of vision, we must turn back not merely to Christ’s sacrifice on the Cross (though that is certainly paramount), but we must remember the wholeness of His ministry on earth.  When we think of Christ’s ministry, we can often compartmentalize the works of mercy, charity, and sermons which He gave as being distinctly separate from His sacrifice on the Cross which saved us from our sins.  The reality is that everything which Jesus did in His life on earth was done so for our benefit on levels beyond our own comprehension.  Healing those with leprosy, for example, was obviously and immediately good for those who were cured.  It was good not just for them but also for their family and friends to be reunited with them, for their larger community to have them back, for those who saw the healings and received a desperately needed hope that their own hardships and struggles might be overcome.  By taking these practical realities in consideration, we can see the benefit these signs provided for spreading Jesus’ message.  Those healed by Christ and His disciples became avenues through which others could experience God, to see for themselves those who afforded Christ to live in them through their own flesh.
Each of Christ’s acts and words were given for the sake of our faith.  His own ministry and life were given not just to reap the harvest but also to create the necessary soil by which the seeds of faith might grow.  It is up to us to ensure that the fields are tended, and we must live and act as though we take that duty seriously.  Faith is nurtured in the Church, watered by the Liturgy, kept sharp by our life of prayer, but we must also be willing and able to go forth boldly into the world and to put those ideals we profess in here to the test.  We must not merely live in Christ, but also allow His life to shine brightly through us.
image1.png




