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Administrator: Reverend Michael D. Kunitz, M. Div.
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November 8, 2026
Twenty-Fourth Sunday After PentecostSCHEDULE OF DIVINE SERVICES

Sun Nov. 8: Twenty-Fourth Sunday after Pentecost – Michael the Archangel & All Angels
       7:45 am Rosary, 8 am Divine Liturgy
       IHO Dolores Bacasa by her husband Joseph Bacasa

       6 pm Divine Liturgy
       IHO The Revilak Family by Julia Revilak

Mon Nov. 9: 6 pm Confessions, 7 pm Daily Vespers

Fri Nov 13: 6 pm Confessions, 7pm Divine Liturgy
                     IHO Gerald Bacasa on his Birthday by Theresa Carr

Sat Nov 14: Feast of St. Philip the Apostle
                     3pm Confessions, 4pm Divine Liturgy
                     followed by the Catholic Alumni Club Friendsgiving Celebration

Sun Nov. 15:  Twenty-Fifth Sunday after Pentecost
          7:45 am Rosary, 8 am Divine Liturgy
          IHO Joseph Bacasa for his Birthday by the Bacasa Family

        6 pm Divine Liturgy
                      IHO Milan Sr. and Olga Revilak for their Anniversary by the Revilak Family

Divine Liturgies are open for intentions for this new year. If you would like to make an intention for a Liturgy, please call the office or fill out request form in the back of the church and give it to Fr. Michael.
































ON-LINE GIVING:  If you wish to make a monetary donation to our parish – you can do so on our website or by using this QR code.  Every dollar helps support the mission of our parish community.  Thank you.
[image: ]

PRAYER FOR OUR FOUR SAINTLY BISHOPS:  Please pray for the causes of our four Saintly Bishops and ask them to intercede for your specific intentions: O Almighty God, our Lord, we bless You, we praise You, and we thank you for all the graces which You, in Your infinite mercy have bestowed upon us. We are especially grateful for giving us four saintly and heroic Bishops: Bishop Theodore G. Romzha, Bishop Paul P. Gojdich OBSM, Bishop Basil Hopko, and Bishop Alexander Chira, who, by their courage, charity, and intrepid faith, inspired our Ruthenian people in the darkest moments of their history. By their great sufferings, humiliating imprisonment, and violent death they gave living witness to their Catholic faith and glorified Your exalted name. Therefore, O Gracious Lord, glorify them in return by Your divine power and inscribe their names in the book of Your Saints. For you are holy, our God, and we render glory to You, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, now and ever, and forever, Amen. With Ecclesiastical Approbation Acknowledgment of answered prayers: Postulator’s office, 54 Riverview Avenue, Pittsburgh, PA 15214, U.S.A.

PRAYER FOR SEMINARIANS:  Saints Cyril and Methodius, Venerable Apostles of the Slavs and Patrons of our Byzantine Catholic Seminary, we place our Seminarians in your loving care. Help them to grow in humility, meekness and prudence.  Enkindle in them a burning zeal for souls. May their hearts be filled with the gifts of the Holy Spirit and may they learn to know and love the church so that they may always and everywhere think, speak and act with Her, the Glorious Spouse of Christ. May they become exemplars of generosity and detachment from the things of this world. But above all, O Venerable Patrons, help them to truly know, love and serve the Eternal High Priest, Our Lord Jesus Christ, whose priests they aspire to be. Amen. 

St. Michael the Archangel, Defend us in battle. Be our protection against the wickedness and snares of the Devil. May God rebuke him, we humbly pray. And do thou, O Prince of the heavenly hosts, By the power of God, cast into hell Satan and all the evil spirits, who prowl throughout the world seeking the ruin of souls. Amen.
WEEKLY OFFERINGS/LITURGY ATTENDANCE FOR Nov 1:
Offering: $1238.00	Attendance: 8 am: 28	6 pm:	9	Total: 37

NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES: God grant you many blessed years!
11/1 Theresa Carr
11/13 Gerald Bacasa
11/17 Milan Sr. & Olga Revilak Wedding Anniversary
Don’t see your birthday or anniversary? Let us know so we can update the directory!

THANK YOU TO OUR SLOVAK FEST 2026 VOLUNTEERS! We appreciate you representing Holy Spirit at this annual event!

THANK YOU TO OUR SONGS & STORIES FROM THE MOUNTAINS VOLUNTEERS!  We are so blessed to have such hard working and dedicated parishioners who worked to clean and set up the church and hall, prepare the delicious food, donate auction baskets, greet our guests and help clean up!  Special shout out to Theresa Carr, Mary Dzurichko & Cathy Warhola organizing this important fundraising event that will benefit the future operations of our Parish.  God bless you all for your efforts in making yesterday’s event such a great success!

NOV. 14 FRIENDSGIVING: The Catholic Alumni Club cordially invites all single Catholic adults to a Friendsgiving celebration on Sat. Nov. 14 from 5:30 PM – 8:30 PM, here at Holy Spirit.  A Divine Liturgy will be offered at 4 PM that day for the occasion.

SAVE THE DATE: SUN. DEC. 6 - 69TH ANNUAL ST. NICHOLAS CELEBRATION: Reserve your tickets by Sunday Nov. 15th.  Adults $45, children ages 12 and under $20.
You can also purchase Raffle Tickets to benefit Ss. Cyril and Methodius Byzantine Catholic Seminary, with cash prizes of $2,000.00, $1,500.00, and $250.00 for $10 per ticket.  The last day to purchase tickets is November 29th.  Please speak to either Mary Dzurichko or Fr. Michael Kunitz if you’re interested.

MORNING/EVENING LITURGY COFFEE SOCIAL VOLUNTEERS: It is important that we spend time in conversation with one another.  To make it truly a time of sharing – we ask everyone to sign up to host a Sunday. The November Sunday Evening Social will be November 22. We look forward to seeing you!
SAINT OF THE DAY: 11/8 THE SYNAXIS OF THE HOLY ARCHANGEL MICHAEL AND ALL THE ANGELIC POWERS. In the time of Pope Sylvester of Rome and Patriarch Alexander of Alexandria, this feast was established to honor Michael and Gabriel the Archangels, and all the 9 choirs of holy bodiless powers of heaven: Seraphim, Cherubim, Thrones, Dominions, Virtues, Powers, Principalities, Archangels, and Angels.
11/9 The holy martyrs Onesiphorus and Porphry of Ephesus, martyred for their faith in the time of the emperor Diocletian (284-305). They were harshly beaten and then broken to pieces by horses.
11/9 Our venerable mother Matrona. From Perga in Pamphylia, she fled a horrible marriage by dressing in men’s clothing and, under the name of Babylas, lived in a monastery in Constantinople. She went from monastery to monastery to evade her husband. She lived the monastic life for seventy-five years and fell asleep in the Lord. (492)
11/9 The venerable Theoctista of Lesbos became a nun at the age of seventeen. Saracens descended on the island and enslaved all the people they captured. Theoctista escaped and lived in an abandoned church on the island of Paros for thirty-five years. (881)
11/10 The holy apostles Erastus, Olympas and Rhodion and their companions. Erastus was the treasurer of the city of Corinth and ministered to blessed Paul the Apostle.
11/12 The holy martyr Josaphat, bishop of Polotsk. Josaphat Kuncewicz, bishop of the Greek Catholic Church and martyr, spurred his flock to Catholic unity by his constant effort and nurtured the Byzantine-Slavic Church by his pious love. At Vitebsk in Belarus (then under the control of Poland), he was cruelly seized by an angry mob and died for the unity of the Church and in defense of the Catholic truth. (1623)
11/13 Our holy father John Chrysostom, archbishop of Constantinople. Born in Antioch, he was ordained to the priesthood and found worthy of the title Chrysostom because of his golden eloquence. Chosen for the see of Constantinople, he showed himself to be the best pastor and teacher of the faith. He was forced into exile by his enemies. When he was recalled from his exile by a decree of Pope Saint Innocent I, having suffered many evils from the accompanying soldiers, he returned his soul to God on the fourteenth day of September at Comana in Pontus. (407)
11/14 The holy and illustrious apostle Philip. Philip, who like Peter and Andrew was from Bethsaida in Galilee, and had become a disciple of John the Baptist, was called by the Lord to follow him. He preached in Phrygia with John the Theologian, and Bartholomew. Philip was crucified there upside down on a tree.
11/14 Our holy father Gregory Palamas, archbishop of Thessalonica. A famous ascetic and theologian, when Gregory completed his secular studies, he withdrew to the Holy Mountain and became a monk of (successively) Vatopedi and the Great Lavra. He was made Metropolitan of Salonica in 1347 and governed that church for twelve years. (1359)
EPISTLE: Ephesians 2:14-22
[bookmark: 57002015][bookmark: 57002016][bookmark: 57002017][bookmark: 57002018][bookmark: 57002019][bookmark: 57002020][bookmark: 57002021][bookmark: 57002022]For he is our peace, he who made both one and broke down the dividing wall of enmity, through his flesh, abolishing the law with its commandments and legal claims, that he might create in himself one new person* in place of the two, thus establishing peace, and might reconcile both with God, in one body, through the cross, putting that enmity to death by it. He came and preached peace to you who were far off and peace to those who were near, for through him we both have access in one Spirit to the Father.  So then you are no longer strangers and sojourners, but you are fellow citizens with the holy ones and members of the household of God, built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the capstone. Through him the whole structure is held together and grows into a temple sacred in the Lord; in him you also are being built together into a dwelling place of God in the Spirit.t

GOSPEL: Luke 8: 41-56 & 10: 16-22
[bookmark: 50008042][bookmark: 50008043][bookmark: 50008044][bookmark: 50008045][bookmark: 50008046][bookmark: 50008047][bookmark: 50008048][bookmark: 50008049][bookmark: 50008050][bookmark: 50008051][bookmark: 50008052][bookmark: 50008053][bookmark: 50008054][bookmark: 50008055][bookmark: 50008056]And a man name d Jairus, an official of the synagogue, came forward. He fell at the feet of Jesus and begged him to come to his house, because he had an only daughter, about twelve years old, and she was dying. As he went, the crowds almost crushed him.  And a woman afflicted with hemorrhages for twelve years, who [had spent her whole livelihood on doctors and] was unable to be cured by anyone, came up behind him and touched the tassel on his cloak. Immediately her bleeding stopped.  Jesus then asked, “Who touched me?” While all were denying it, Peter said, “Master, the crowds are pushing and pressing in upon you.”  But Jesus said, “Someone has touched me; for I know that power has gone out from me.” When the woman realized that she had not escaped notice, she came forward trembling. Falling down before him, she explained in the presence of all the people why she had touched him and how she had been healed immediately He said to her, “Daughter, your faith has saved you; go in peace.” While he was still speaking, someone from the synagogue official’s house arrived and said, “Your daughter is dead; do not trouble the teacher any longer.” On hearing this, Jesus answered him, “Do not be afraid; just have faith and she will be saved.”  When he arrived at the house he allowed no one to enter with him except Peter and John and James, and the child’s father and mother.  All were weeping and mourning for her, when he said, “Do not weep any longer, for she is not dead, but sleeping.” And they ridiculed him, because they knew that she was dead.  But he took her by the hand and called to her, “Child, arise!”  Her breath returned and she immediately arose. He then directed that she should be given something to eat.  Her parents were astounded, and he instructed them to tell no one what had happened.

[bookmark: 50010017][bookmark: 50010018][bookmark: 50010019][bookmark: 50010020][bookmark: 50010022]Whoever listens to you listens to me. Whoever rejects you rejects me. And whoever rejects me rejects the one who sent me.”  The seventy-two returned rejoicing, and said, “Lord, even the demons are subject to us because of your name. Jesus said, “I have observed Satan fall like lightning from the sky.  Behold, I have given you the power ‘to tread upon serpents’ and scorpions and upon the full force of the enemy and nothing will harm you.  Nevertheless, do not rejoice because the spirits are subject to you, but rejoice because your names are written in heaven.”  At that very moment he rejoiced in the holy Spirit and said, “I give you praise, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, for although you have hidden these things from the wise and the learned you have revealed them to the childlike.  Yes, Father, such has been your gracious will.  All things have been handed over to me by my Father. No one knows who the Son is except the Father, and who the Father is except the Son and anyone to whom the Son wishes to reveal him.”

A WORD FROM FR. MICHAEL: Angels are ubiquitous in the popular imagination.  We see them used as trope figures or as symbolic manifestations of our conscience’s innate desire to seek out and to do good.  While these depictions can certainly be helpful, they can often diminish the reality that angels are not merely concepts but are real unbodied creatures with existences independent of ourselves who play a pivotal role in the complex and dynamic interactions within the unseen world, as well as within our own lives.
The word “angel” means “messenger,” denoting their role in carrying communications from God to humanity.  We frequently invoke them in our liturgical prayers, acknowledging their presence among us as we approach the throne of God in Worship. We pray, for example, in the Divine Liturgy, “Let us who mystically represent the Cherubim, and sing the thrice-holy hymn to the life creating Trinity, now set aside all earthly cares,” and elsewhere, “…even though there stand before thousands of archangels, tens of thousands of angels, Cherubim and Seraphim, six-winged, many eyed soaring aloft on their wings: Singing, shouting, crying aloud, and saying the triumphal hymn: Holy, Holy, Holy is the Lord of Hosts!”  The angels, who surround the transcendent Divinity, liturgically escort us to stand together before our common maker and master.  This emphasis on the overwhelming transcendent majesty of the heavenly court of God is one of the unique aspects of our Byzantine liturgical emphasis.
The ancient title for God, Lord of Sabaoth, The Lord of Hosts, emphasizes the function of the angels as serving as God’s attendants.  These powers which we celebrate today are our primary defense in the unfolding spiritual warfare which has been waged for the fate of creation since the fall in heaven.  The unseen world is rife with conflict between the fallen spiritual powers (demons) and those loyal to the Creator.  We feel the effects of this conflict in our own lives, which is why Christ assigns to each of us a guardian angel upon our birth, so that we may not be left without a suitable spiritual defense.  Our life of prayer is our most potent tool in this conflict, and it is the role of our guardian angels not only to pray for us, but to encourage us to pray as well.  The austere humility and obedience to God which the angels display is a model for us to take into our own private devotions and public prayer life.
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