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Sunday Before the Exaltation of the CrossSCHEDULE OF DIVINE SERVICES

Sun Sept 13 Sunday Before the Exaltation of the Cross
         7:45 am Rosary, 8 am Divine Liturgy
         IMO Corisba Corlazzoli by her Granddaughter Theresa Carr

         6 pm Divine Liturgy

Mon Sept 14:  SOLEMN HOLY DAY – Exaltation of the Cross
                         6 pm Confessions, 7 pm Divine Liturgy with Panachida
                        IMO Madeline Katsure Meredith by Mary Ann Meredith

Fri Sept 18: 6 pm Confessions, 7pm Divine Liturgy

Sat Sept 19: Saturday After the Exaltation of the Cross
                      4 pm Divine Liturgy IHO College Students (5:30 PM Reception to follow)

Sun Sept 20 Sunday After the Exaltation of the Cross
         7:45 am Rosary, 8 am Divine Liturgy
         

         6 pm Divine Liturgy
         IMO Alice McClean by Christian Snowberger

Divine Liturgies are open for intentions for this new year. If you would like to make an intention for a Liturgy, please call the office or fill out request form in the back of the church and give it to Fr. Michael.






























ON-LINE GIVING:  If you wish to make a monetary donation to our parish – you can do so on our website or by using this QR code.  Remember every dollar helps support the mission of our parish community.  Thank you.
[image: ]

PRAYER FOR OUR FOUR SAINTLY BISHOPS:  Please pray for the causes of our four Saintly Bishops and ask them to intercede for your specific intentions: O Almighty God, our Lord, we bless You, we praise You, and we thank you for all the graces which You, in Your infinite mercy have bestowed upon us. We are especially grateful for giving us four saintly and heroic Bishops: Bishop Theodore G. Romzha, Bishop Paul P. Gojdich OBSM, Bishop Basil Hopko, and Bishop Alexander Chira, who, by their courage, charity, and intrepid faith, inspired our Ruthenian people in the darkest moments of their history. By their great sufferings, humiliating imprisonment, and violent death they gave living witness to their Catholic faith and glorified Your exalted name. Therefore, O Gracious Lord, glorify them in return by Your divine power and inscribe their names in the book of Your Saints. For you are holy, our God, and we render glory to You, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, now and ever, and forever, Amen. With Ecclesiastical Approbation Acknowledgment of answered prayers: Postulator’s office, 54 Riverview Avenue, Pittsburgh, PA 15214, U.S.A.

PRAYER FOR SEMINARIANS:  Saints Cyril and Methodius, Venerable Apostles of the Slavs and Patrons of our Byzantine Catholic Seminary, we place our Seminarians in your loving care. Help them to grow in humility, meekness and prudence.  Enkindle in them a burning zeal for souls. May their hearts be filled with the gifts of the Holy Spirit and may they learn to know and love the church so that they may always and everywhere think, speak and act with Her, the Glorious Spouse of Christ. May they become exemplars of generosity and detachment from the things of this world. But above all, O Venerable Patrons, help them to truly know, love and serve the Eternal High Priest, Our Lord Jesus Christ, whose priests they aspire to be. Amen. 

St. Michael the Archangel, Defend us in battle. Be our protection against the wickedness and snares of the Devil. May God rebuke him, we humbly pray. And do thou, O Prince of the heavenly hosts, By the power of God, cast into hell Satan and all the evil spirits, who prowl throughout the world seeking the ruin of souls. Amen.
WEEKLY OFFERINGS/LITURGY ATTENDANCE FOR September 13:
Offering: $1330.00	 Attendance: 8 am: 24	6 pm:	No Liturgy Total: 24

SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES: 
May God grant you many happy and blessed years!
9/1 Gerald and Alexandria Bacasa Wedding Anniversary
9/4 Rosalie Yeo
9/4 Theodora Kunitz
9/21 Mary Yahuschek
9/24 Chanel Revilak

Don’t see your birthday or anniversary? Let us know so we can update the directory!

MORNING LITURGY COFFEE SOCIAL VOLUNTEERS: It is important that we spend time in conversation with one another.  To make it truly a time of sharing – we ask everyone to sign up to host a Sunday.  We look forward to seeing you!

WELCOME LITURGY FOR STUDENTS: This Saturday, September 19, we will have our 4th annual Welcome Liturgy for College Students.  The Liturgy will begin at 4 PM and be followed by a social in the parish hall at 5:30 PM.  Please RSVP on the google forms on the Parish Website.

EVENING LITURGY SOCIAL: The next Sunday Evening Social will be September 27, 2026. We look forward to seeing you!

BYZANTINE CATHOLIC WORLD: Interested in receiving the Archeparchy’s monthly newspaper?  Speak with Mary Dzurichko about getting signed up with Archeparchial events.

EASTERN CHRISTIAN FORMATION CLASSES (ECF):  Our ECF program meets the 2nd & 4th Sunday of the month at 5 pm in the hall.  For more info, please see Eugene Yeo

SAVE THE DATE: SAT. NOV 7TH FOR OUR SECOND SONGS & STORIES FROM THE MOUNTAINS: If you’re interested in volunteering for the event, please speak with Fr. Michael.  Please keep an eye open for more updates.
SAINT OF THE DAY: 9/13 The commemoration of the dedication of the Church of the Resurrection of the Lord in Jerusalem. When St. Helena found the Lord’s cross in Jerusalem, she stayed longer in the city and built churches in Gethsemane, in Bethlehem, on the Mount of Olives, and in other places connected to the life and death of the Lord. She began to build a huge church on Golgatha, which would house both the hill of Calvary and the tomb from which the Lord rose. St. Helena died before it was finished, and the church was consecrated on this date in 335.
9/13 The holy bishop martyr Cornelius the Centurion, who was an officer in Palestine converted by the Apostle Peter (cf Acts 10). That same apostle made him bishop and sent him to the pagan town of Skepseis. There he destroyed the temple of Apollo and baptized the local ruler. He was martyred in that town and buried with reverence by his church.
9/14 THE EXALTATION OF THE PRECIOUS, HOLY, AND LIFE-CREATING CROSS, which is exalted and honored the day after the dedication of the basilica of the Resurrection built over the tomb of Christ, just as the trophy and sign of his paschal victory would appear in heaven, at last foretelling his second advent to all.
9/14 The passing of our holy father John Chrysostom, archbishop of Constantinople, whose feast is kept on the thirteenth of November.
9/17 The holy martyr Sophia (Wisdom) and her three children, Faith, Hope, and Charity. They lived and suffered in Rome in the time of the emperor Hadrian. For refusing to sacrifice to the goddess Artemis, he had them put to death. (c.137)
9/18 Our venerable father Eumenius the Wonder-worker, bishop of Gortyna in Crete. He gave himself with his whole heart to Christ from his youth. He gave all he owned to the poor, and kept a very ascetic life of fasting and vigils. Seeing his virtue, the people of Gortyna chose him to be their bishop. He was father to the poor, consolation to the sad, healing to the sick, and a shepherd to his flock. He traveled to visit the desert fathers in the Thebaid, where he died. (7th century)
9/19 The holy martyrs Throphimus, Sabbatius, and Dorymedont, who died for the faith in Phrygia during the reign of the emperor Probus. (c. 227)







EPISTLE:  Galatians 6: 11-18
[bookmark: 56006012][bookmark: 56006013][bookmark: 56006014][bookmark: 56006015][bookmark: 56006016][bookmark: 56006017][bookmark: 56006018]See with what large letter, I am writing to you in my own hand!  It is those who want to make a good appearance in the flesh who are trying to compel you to have yourselves circumcised, only that they may not be persecuted for the cross of Christ.  Not even those having themselves circumcised observe the law themselves; they only want you to be circumcised so that they may boast of your flesh.  But may I never boast except in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, through which the world has been crucified to me, and I to the world.  For neither does circumcision mean anything, nor does uncircumcision, but only a new creation.  Peace and mercy be to all who follow this rule and to the Israel of God.  From now on, let no one make troubles for me; for I bear the marks of Jesus on my body.  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit, brothers. Amen.

GOSPEL: John 3: 13-17
[bookmark: 51003014][bookmark: 51003015][bookmark: 51003016][bookmark: 51003017]No one has gone up to heaven except the one who has come down from heaven, the Son of Man.  And just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the desert, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, so that everyone who believes in him may have eternal life.”  For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him might not perish but might have eternal life. For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but that the world might be saved through him.



[image: The image features a stylized, black cross adorned with intricate, vine-like floral designs.

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]
A WORD FROM FR. MICHAEL: Today we hear the fullness of the scriptures and core message of the Gospel summarized in two short sentences: 
“For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him might not perish but might have eternal life. For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but that the world might be saved through him.”
The Bible is a collection of works unlike any other, spanning such a wide variety of literary styles, genera, historical background, cultural influences, and human writers while all being mysteriously authored and inspired Divinely.  The sheer depth of meaning in each passage is impossible for any one person to fully comprehend even after lifetimes of extensive study and introspection.  Yet the summary message of the whole of this tome is contained in these words.
Scripture, across all its pages, is fundamentally concerned with one overarching theme for us to contemplate; the story of God’s relationship with His creation.  It is not a science book, or a mathematical/philosophical text expounding on various literary or logical theories but is rather an examination of how God and humanity interact.  God creates us, loves us, guides us, and implores us to embrace that which is best for us.  Humanity, in contrast, struggles between following the directive of our Creator and succumbing to the base temptations of things less than Him.  In our failure to love God as God has so loved us, we turn instead inward on ourselves and face toward the specter of evil, ushering in suffering upon ourselves and those around us.  Despite the vicious cycle of evil and violence which humanity is unable to break itself from, God, however, intervenes by the coming of His Son, laying down His life so that we may not continue to die in our sin, but to life new life in Him, and turn back to that place of our heart’s true desire.
At the center of this Divine drama is the Cross.  Its vertical bar demonstrates the activity of God, raising us up from below, while its horizontal bar embodies the present activity which is being worked in and across our human history.  It is the convergence of Kairological time and Chronological time.  It is at that meeting in the story of God and humanity where we are called to find ourselves.
This story is not merely something which exists only in the dusty pages of a book composed over the millennia but is something we are all still actively living to this very day.  The reason why the Divine Liturgy feels like it transports us back in time is not from a matter of clever theatrics but because it sprouts from the same seeds, stories, and experiences from which the scriptures were composed.  This aspect of recalling and reliving the continuity of that story in the Liturgy is known as “anamnesis” or “remembrance”. We are not given the scriptures first only to compose our manner of worship afterwards, but we continue to live and breathe the same worship and in the same story from place to place, people to people, and from age to age.
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