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August 30, 2026
Fourteenth Sunday after PentecostSCHEDULE OF DIVINE SERVICES

Sun Aug 30: 14th Sunday After Pentecost
         7:45 am Rosary, 8 am Divine Liturgy
         IHO Douglas & Julianna Haae by Mary Dzurichko

         6 pm Divine Liturgy with Evening Social
         IHO Joseph Bacasa by Theresa Carr

Mon Aug 31: Deposition of the Cincture of the Theotokos
                        6 pm Confessions, 7 pm Divine Liturgy
                        IMO Archpriest Fr. Denis Bohgda

Tue. Sept 1: Beginning of the Church Year
                      6 pm Confessions 7 pm Divine Liturgy

Fri Sept 4: 6 pm Confessions, Divine Liturgy with Panachida
                   IMO Mary Ann LaGaurdia by Mary Ann Meredith 

Sat Sept 5: 5 pm Confessions, Great Vespers

Sun Sept 6: 14th Sunday After Pentecost
         7:45 am Rosary, 8 am Divine Liturgy
         IHO of the Parish’s September Birthdays and Anniversaries 

                      NO 6 PM SERVICES: Union Town Pilgrimage
Divine Liturgies are open for intentions for this new year. If you would like to make an intention for a Liturgy, please call the office or fill out request form in the back of the church and give it to Fr. Michael.






























ON-LINE GIVING:  If you wish to make a monetary donation to our parish – you can do so on our website or by using this QR code.  Remember every dollar helps support the mission of our parish community.  Thank you.
[image: ]

PRAYER FOR OUR FOUR SAINTLY BISHOPS:  Please pray for the causes of our four Saintly Bishops and ask them to intercede for your specific intentions: O Almighty God, our Lord, we bless You, we praise You, and we thank you for all the graces which You, in Your infinite mercy have bestowed upon us. We are especially grateful for giving us four saintly and heroic Bishops: Bishop Theodore G. Romzha, Bishop Paul P. Gojdich OBSM, Bishop Basil Hopko, and Bishop Alexander Chira, who, by their courage, charity, and intrepid faith, inspired our Ruthenian people in the darkest moments of their history. By their great sufferings, humiliating imprisonment, and violent death they gave living witness to their Catholic faith and glorified Your exalted name. Therefore, O Gracious Lord, glorify them in return by Your divine power and inscribe their names in the book of Your Saints. For you are holy, our God, and we render glory to You, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, now and ever, and forever, Amen. With Ecclesiastical Approbation Acknowledgment of answered prayers: Postulator’s office, 54 Riverview Avenue, Pittsburgh, PA 15214, U.S.A.

PRAYER FOR SEMINARIANS:  Saints Cyril and Methodius, Venerable Apostles of the Slavs and Patrons of our Byzantine Catholic Seminary, we place our Seminarians in your loving care. Help them to grow in humility, meekness and prudence.  Enkindle in them a burning zeal for souls. May their hearts be filled with the gifts of the Holy Spirit and may they learn to know and love the church so that they may always and everywhere think, speak and act with Her, the Glorious Spouse of Christ. May they become exemplars of generosity and detachment from the things of this world. But above all, O Venerable Patrons, help them to truly know, love and serve the Eternal High Priest, Our Lord Jesus Christ, whose priests they aspire to be. Amen. 

St. Michael the Archangel, Defend us in battle. Be our protection against the wickedness and snares of the Devil. May God rebuke him, we humbly pray. And do thou, O Prince of the heavenly hosts, By the power of God, cast into hell Satan and all the evil spirits, who prowl throughout the world seeking the ruin of souls. Amen.
WEEKLY OFFERINGS/LITURGY ATTENDANCE FOR August 23:
Offering: $1,276	 Attendance: 8 am: 11	6 pm: 24	Total: 35
SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES: 
May God grant you many happy and blessed years!
9/1 Gerald and Alexandria Bacasa Wedding Anniversary
9/4 Rosalie Yeo
9/4 Theodora Kunitz
9/21 Mary Yahuschek
9/24 Chanel Revilak
Don’t see your birthday or anniversary? Let us know so we can update the directory!

92nd ANNUAL PILGRIMAGE: The annual Pilgrimage to the Shrine of Our Lady of Perpetual Help in Uniontown PA during Labor Day Weekend (September 4th-6th) is coming up.  There will be no 6 PM Service on that Sunday. We hope to see you there.

MORNING LITURGY COFFEE SOCIAL VOLUNTEERS: It is important that we spend time in fellowship with one another.  To make it truly a time of sharing – we ask everyone to sign up to host a Sunday.  We look forward to seeing you!

WELCOME LITURGY FOR COLLEGE STUDENTS: Saturday, September 19 will hold the 4th Annual Welcome Liturgy for College Students in the greater Pittsburgh Area.  Liturgy will begin at 4 PM and be followed by a Social in the Hall at 5:30 PM.  Spread the word!

EVENING LITURGY SOCIAL: The next Sunday Evening Social will be September 27, 2026. We look forward to seeing you!

BYZANTINE CATHOLIC WORLD: Interested in receiving the Archeparchy’s monthly newspaper?  Speak with Mary Dzurichko about getting signed up with Archeparchial events.

EASTERN CHRISTIAN FORMATION CLASSES (ECF):  Our ECF program meets the 2nd & 4th Sunday of the month at 5 pm in the hall.  For more info, please see Eugene Yeo.

SAVE THE DATE: SAT. NOV 7TH FOR OUR SECOND SONGS & STORIES FROM THE MOUNTAINS: If you’re interested in volunteering for the event, please speak with Fr. Michael.  Please keep an eye open for more updates.
SAINT OF THE DAY: 8/30 Our holy fathers Alexander, John, and Paul the Younger, patriarchs of Constantinople. Alexander took part in the First Ecumenical Council. (340) John the Faster governed the Church in the days of the wicked emperor Anastasius. (595) Paul IV governed the Church for five years and then took the Great Schema to repent for his early support of the Iconoclasts. (784)
8/31 The deposition of the venerable Belt of the Most Holy Mother of God. At the time of her dormition, the Theotokos left her belt to the apostle Thomas. This was later taken to Constantinople and kept in a sealed casket in the church of Blachernae. In the time of the emperor Leo the Wise, the casket was opened and the belt placed on the Empress Zoe, who recovered from a life-threatening illness.
9/1 The Beginning of the Church Year (“Indiction”).  The First Ecumenical Council (325) decreed that the Church’s year should begin on September 1.  The lunar month corresponding to September on the Jewish calendar was the beginning of the civil year (cf Exodus 12:2); it was at this time that our Lord Jesus went into the synagogue at Nazareth and read the words of the prophet Isaiah, “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me...to proclaim ‘the acceptable year of the Lord.’ (Isaiah 61:1-2; Luke 4: 16-21).
9/1 Our venerable father Simeon the Stylite and his mother, who lived near Antioch in Syria. He lived for many years as a monk standing atop a column (in Greek, stylus), hence he received the nickname “Stylite.”  His life and admirable conversation were remarkable. (459) As well as Synaxis of the Most Holy Mother of God of Miasena.  The holy martyr Aeithalas, who suffered in Persia. (380) The forty holy women martyred with their instructor, Ammon the deacon, during the time of the emperor Licinius at Heraclea in Thrace (313).  The holy martyr Callista and her two brothers, Evodius and Hermogenes, martyred in Nicomedia.  (309)  The just Joshua, son of Nun, servant of the Lord.  When the hand of Moses was placed on him, he was filled with the spirit of wisdom.  He led the people of Israel after the death of Moses through the Jordan River to the promised land.
9/4 The holy martyr Babylas, bishop of Antioch. St. John Chrysostom wrote of Babylas, “this great and wonderful man—if one can call him a man.” He was archbishop of Antioch in the time of the evil emperor Numerian. He forbade the emperor entrance into the church because he was an idolator. In response, the emperor threw him into prison, and had students of his tortured in front of him in an attempt to have Babylas apostatize. Babylas encouraged them to stand firm and, after they were martyred, he joined them as a victim of the sword. (283)
9/4 The holy prophet Moses, who saw God. Moses was chosen by God to free his people who were oppressed in Egypt and to lead them to the promised land. God also revealed himself to Moses on Mount Sinai saying, "I am who I am," and gave the law which would direct the life of the chosen people. The servant of God died in the fullness of years on Mount Nebo, in the land of Moab near the promised land.
EPISTLE: 2 Corinthian 1:21 – 2:4
[bookmark: 55001022][bookmark: 55001023][bookmark: 55001024][bookmark: 55002002][bookmark: 55002003][bookmark: 55002004]But the one who gives us security with you in Christ and who anointed us is God; he has also put his seal upon us and given the Spirit in our hearts as a first installment.  But I call upon God as witness, on my life, that it is to spare you that I have not yet gone to Corinth.  Not that we lord it over your faith; rather, we work together for your joy, for you stand firm in the faith.  For I decided not to come to you again in painful circumstances.  For if I inflict pain upon you, then who is there to cheer me except the one pained by me?  And I wrote as I did so that when I came I might not be pained by those in whom I should have rejoiced, confident about all of you that my joy is that of all of you.  For out of much affliction and anguish of heart I wrote to you with many tears, not that you might be pained but that you might know the abundant love I have for you.

GOSPEL: Matthew 22: 1-14
[bookmark: 48022002][bookmark: 48022003][bookmark: 48022004][bookmark: 48022005][bookmark: 48022006][bookmark: 48022007][bookmark: 48022008][bookmark: 48022009][bookmark: 48022010][bookmark: 48022011][bookmark: 48022012][bookmark: 48022013][bookmark: 48022014]Jesus again in reply spoke to them in parables, saying, “The kingdom of heaven may be likened to a king who gave a wedding feast for his son.  He dispatched his servants to summon the invited guests to the feast, but they refused to come.  A second time he sent other servants, saying, ‘Tell those invited: “Behold, I have prepared my banquet, my calves and fattened cattle are killed, and everything is ready; come to the feast.”’  Some ignored the invitation and went away, one to his farm, another to his business.  The rest laid hold of his servants, mistreated them, and killed them.  The king was enraged and sent his troops, destroyed those murderers, and burned their city.  Then he said to his servants, ‘The feast is ready, but those who were invited were not worthy to come.  Go out, therefore, into the main roads and invite to the feast whomever you find.’  The servants went out into the streets and gathered all they found, bad and good alike, and the hall was filled with guests.  But when the king came in to meet the guests he saw a man there not dressed in a wedding garment.  He said to him, ‘My friend, how is it that you came in here without a wedding garment?’ But he was reduced to silence.  Then the king said to his attendants, ‘Bind his hands and feet, and cast him into the darkness outside, where there will be wailing and grinding of teeth.’  Many are invited, but few are chosen.

A WORD FROM FR. MICHAEL: There’s no celebration like a wedding.  For Pn. Janine and I, when we were preparing to get married, there was so much that needed to be done.  Marriage Prep classes, scheduling, invitations, venue reservations, entertainment, food/drink, and so on.  Thankfully, we were not the first people in the world to have ever done this and there was so much pre-existing infrastructure and helpful guidelines/necessary procedures in the culture and operations of the Byzantine Catholic Church that many of the most important and stressful aspects were swiftly able to be delegated, prepared, and taken care of.  You don’t have to (nor should you) plan your wedding from the ground up.
Christ tells us that the Kingdom of heaven is like one such wedding feast.  We can appreciate the planning a wedding requires and the necessary commitment on the part of the host to ensure a satisfactory evening for the guests.  In the context of a royal wedding in the ancient world, the amount of preparation, coordination, and opulence would have been staggering.  It’s hard to imagine anyone declining to come to such an event as an honored guest for any reason.  It is even harder to imagine why anyone would flatly refuse to the point of harassing and killing the messengers inviting them to it, yet, just as in the parable, this is often what happens to God’s invitation to salvation.  God desires that all might be saved and that all may come to the full knowledge of the truth and to be seated with him at the wedding banquet He has prepared, the Supper of the Lamb which we celebrate in every Divine Liturgy.  Yet there are many that refuse this invitation; some for unspecified reasons, others for trivial pursuits, and even others who ardently and violently rebel against it.
The Christian way of life, from our Liturgical Life to our Moral Life, is often seen as something impractical compared with the more “important” things in this world, like financial security, exciting relationships, riveting entertainment, etc… These material needs and wants are, however, only temporary.  We have no need of money in the grave, no stories to tell while we lie in the dirt, and if we die out of communion with God, we will spend the rest of eternity turned inward on ourselves and hopelessly alone.  When we put the greater spans of our existence into that perspective, recalling not just this life, but also the life to come, then perhaps setting some time aside to go to that wedding banquet wouldn’t be such a bad idea.
It is good then when one realizes that the invitation being offered ought to be taken up on.  This invitation should not be taken out of fear, mind you, but out of joy, out of thanksgiving, out of love.  It must be taken in the right spirit, and all too often we can also forget that we must properly prepare before entering that banquet.
It is not enough to be present at the proverbial banquet; we must come wearing a wedding garment.  We must come clothed in respect, with the proper demeanor which is due to the King.  This means we must adequately prepare, by examining our consciences, seeking forgiveness in the sacrament of Confession, and striving to live a life of humility, integrity, and righteousness.  If we approach the Lord and we have not sufficiently handed over to Him all that we were before we were called to Him, surrendering our part in the ways of evil and wickedness, then surly we will be bound and cast out.  As we pray in the Troparia of Preparation on page 7 of the green Liturgy Book: “How can I approach and partake of your holy mysteries, for I am unworthy; and if I come to your wedding feast without the proper garment of worthiness of heart, I would but earn my condemnation.  However, you, O Lord, are able to cleanse my soul and call me to the table of salvation.  For you are the Lover of us all.”
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