
HOLY SPIRIT BYZANTINE CATHOLIC CHURCH
4815 5TH AVENUE, PITTSBURGH PA 15213  (412)  687-1220

SUNDAY,  NOVEMBER  13,  2022

TWENTY-THIRD  SUNDAY  AFTER  PENTECOST
            

Tones of the Week: Tone 6 (pg 152), Tones for St. John Chrysostom below
Troparion ~ The grace shining forth from your mouth like a torch has enlightened the universe; it has stored up in the 
world the treasure of disdain for wealth. It has shown us the heights of humility. Instruct us by your words, John 
Chrysostom our father, and intercede with the Word, Christ our God, to save our souls.
Kontakion ~ Christ our God, the Lifegiver, with his lifegiving hand raised the dead from the valley of death, granting 
resurrection to all of us. He is the Savior of All, the Resurrection, the Life, and the God of all.+

Adult ECF Saturday, 19 Nov, 1pm:     All are welcome! This month we will discuss “What is the Philip’s Fast?” If you 
cannot make the session at Holy Spirit, the same talk will be given at St. Pius at 11am. 

ARCHEPARCHIAL CHOIR CONCERT AND BASKET RAFFLE: The archeparchial choir will hold its annual 
Christmas concert at Holy Spirit on Sunday, December 11. We will also be hosting a basket raffle. Any donations for the 
baskets including gift cards, cheer basket goodies, lottery tickets, or monetary donations to purchase basket items are 
appreciated. Please bring donations to the church no later than November 27 (Thanksgiving weekend). Please direct any 
questions to Mary Dzurichko, Theresa Carr, Lynne Walicki, or Cathy Warhola. Thank you for your support!
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AROUND THE EPARCHY

St. Nicholas Raffle Tickets Available: Donations and sales benefit Sts. Cyril and Methodius Seminary

Registration Open for the Byzantine Catholic Seminary’s Spring Semester. The are many options for

online and in-person learning. Registration is due December 1. For more details, please see www.bcs.edu
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Administrator: Reverend Michael D Kunitz

Holy Spirit Rectory

4815 5th Ave, Pittsburgh PA 15213

(412) 687-1220

FrMichaelKunitz@gmail.com
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       SCHEDULE OF DIVINE SERVICES

Sunday, November 13: 10:20am Rosary, 10:45am Third Hour, 11am Divine Liturgy
for Gerald Bacasa on his birthday, by Theresa Carr
4pm Confession, 5pm Divine Liturgy

Monday, November 14: 11am Confession via Campus Ministry
4:30pm Confessions, 5:30pm Daily Vespers

Friday, November 18: 5pm Confession, 6pm Divine Liturgy for 

Ann Munizza on her birthday by Mary Dzurichko

Saturday, November 19: 1pm Adult ECF: “What is the Philip’s Fast?”
4:30 Confession, 5:30 Great Vespers

Sunday, November 20: 10:20am Rosary, 10:45am Third Hour, 11am Divine Liturgy
for the deceased George Batko by Stephanie Yovino and the Ellsworth Family
4pm Confession, 5pm Divine Liturgy

Confessions are available before Divine Liturgy. All divine liturgies are open for intentions. Call the 
office or fill out the request form in the back of church and leave it in the sacristy.
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Email: holyspiritinformation@gmail.com

Website –  holyspiritbyzcath.com

Cantor:  Julia Revilak and Family

Altar Servers:  Sdn . Raphael Ruggiero and
Emanuel Revilak
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EPISTLE:  Ephesians  2:  4-10

Brethren:  God is rich in mercy; because of his great love for us he brought us to life with Christ when we were dead in sin.  
By this favor you were saved.  Both with and in Christ Jesus he raised us up and gave us a place in the heavens, that in ages to come 
he might display the great wealth of his favor, manifested by his kindness to us in Christ Jesus.  I repeat, it is owing to his favor that 
salvation is yours through faith.  This is not your own doing, it is God's gift; neither is it a reward for anything you  have 
accomplished, so let no one pride himself on it.  We are truly his handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to lead the life of good deeds 
which God prepared for us in advance.

SCRIPTURAL LESSONS FOR TODAY'S DIVINE LITURGY…

In this pericope from the Holy Apostle Paul's letter to the Christians at Ephesus, the idea is brought forward that we have 
received salvation because we have been showered with God's Generosity.  Since Christians have been redeemed from sin through the
salvific acts of the Lord, they thus have experienced the effects of Jesus' supremacy – His power which overcame the forces of 
demons and even triumphed over death.  The Father's free and generous gift of salvation already marks us for a heavenly destiny, and 
His immense kindness is revealed through His beloved Son.  None of us achieved or earned or merited redemption, rather it is God's 
grace that saves those who faithfully follow His Son.  Because of His great love for us, God the Father brought us to a new life with 
His Son Jesus when we were dead, being held in the depths of sin.  Therefore, we are truly God's own handiwork, recreated in Christ 
Jesus, and we must lead a life of good deeds worthy of this new existence that has been given freely to us through God's generosity..

GOSPEL:  Luke 10: 25-37

Greater Pittsburgh Protopresbytery Schedules Philippian Fast Devotion ~ As we prepare to enter the Philip’s Fast-Advent 
Season, the Pittsburgh Protopresbytery invites the faithful for the celebration of the Emmanuel Moleben.  On two Sundays the clergy 
and faithful will have the opportunity to come together for a time of prayer, reflection, and fellowship as we prepare our hearts for the 
incarnation of the Lord. The first celebration of the Emmanuel Moleben will take place on Sunday, November 20th at 3:00 pm a St. 
Gregory Byzantine Catholic Church, 2005 Mohawk Rd, Upper St. Clair.  The homilist will be Fr. David Abernethy.  The second 
celebration of the Emanuel Moleben will take place on Sunday, December 18th at 3:00 pm at St. John Byzantine Catholic Church,
105 Kohler Ave. Lyndora, PA.  At both celebrations a priest will be available for Holy Confession.  After the Divine Service 
refreshments will be offered.  We encourage the faithful to plan to attend these gatherings as we begin out journey toward Bethlehem.

SPIRITUAL PREPARATION FOR CHRISTMAS ~ Forty days prior to the Feast of the Nativity of our Lord, according to the 
tradition of the Byzantine Catholic Church, we initiate the sacred season of liturgical and spiritual preparation for this great holy day.  
Because this Lenten period begins on the day after the Feast of the Holy Apostle Philip (November 14), it is customarily known as the 
Philippian Fast.  During this designated penitential time, the Church commemorates the fact that the pious patriarchs and the just 
people of the Old Testament were waiting with anxious and persevering anticipation for the coming of the Messiah.  Their period of 
watchfulness and expectation was characterized by prayer and penitential acts in order that they would be prepared worthily to greet 
the long awaited Savior when He finally came.  Our present pilgrimage during this Philippian Fast will lead us ultimately to our own 
Bethlehem to meet the promised Messiah in the Child born of the Holy Virgin Mary, Who is the incarnate Son of God.  During this 
forty day Lenten period, we are expected to prepare ourselves once again this year for the Lord’s holy nativity through prayer, fasting 
and repentance.  Vestments and liturgical cloth takes on a color symbolic of the repentance to which we are called as we now reorder 
our lives in preparation for the Messiah’s coming among us.  We thus must make a conscientious effort to self-impose various 
penitential practices as we make the Philippian fast journey to greet the newly born Jesus at Christmas.  Let us put forth the special 
effort to do some authentic fasting.  All Fridays are days of abstinence from meat.  The Church recommends that we keep this 
abstinence also on Wednesdays.

Please pray for the causes of our four Saintly Bishops and ask them to intercede for your specific intentions: O Almighty God, 
our Lord, we bless You, we praise You, and we thank you for all the graces which You, in Your infinite mercy have bestowed upon 
us. We are especially grateful for giving us four saintly and heroic Bishops: Bishop Theodore G. Romzha, Bishop Paul P. Gojdich 
OBSM, Bishop Basil Hopko, and Bishop Alexander Chira, who, by their courage, charity, and intrepid faith, inspired our Ruthenian 
people in the darkest moments of their history. By their great sufferings, humiliating imprisonment, and violent death they gave living 
witness to their Catholic faith and glorified Your exalted name. Therefore, O Gracious Lord, glorify them in return by Your divine 
power and inscribe their names in the book of Your Saints. For you are holy, our God, and we render glory to You, Father, Son, and 
Holy Spirit, now and ever, and forever, Amen. With Ecclesiastical Approbation Acknowledgment of answered prayers: Postulator’s 
office, 54 Riverview Ave., Pittsburgh, PA 15214, U.S.A.

PRAYER FOR SEMINARIANS: Saints Cyril and Methodius, Venerable Apostles of the Slavs and Patrons of our Byzantine 
Catholic Seminary, we place our Seminarians in your loving care. Help them to grow in humility, meekness and prudence.  Enkindle 
in them a burning zeal for souls. May their hearts be filled with the gifts of the Holy Spirit and may they learn to know and love the 
church so that they may always and everywhere think, speak and act with Her, the Glorious Spouse of Christ. May they become 
exemplars of generosity and detachment from the things of this world. But above all, O Venerable Patrons, help them to truly know, 
love and serve the Eternal High Priest, Our Lord Jesus Christ, Whose priests they aspire to be. Amen. St. Michael the Archangel, 
Defend us in battle. Be our protection against the wickedness and snares of the Devil. May God rebuke him, we humbly pray. And do 
thou, O Prince of the heavenly hosts, By the power of God, cast into hell Satan and all the evil spirits, who prowl throughout the world
seeking the ruin of souls. Amen


