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September 27, 2026
Eighteenth Sunday After PentecostSCHEDULE OF DIVINE SERVICES

Sun Sept 27: Eighteenth Sunday After Pentecost
         7:45 am Rosary, 8 am Divine Liturgy
         
        6 pm Divine Liturgy with Mysteries of Christian Initiation
        IHO Luca Stokes on his initiation into the Christian Life

Mon Sept 28: 6 pm Confessions, 7 pm Daily Vespers

Wed Sept 30: 6 pm Great Vespers, 7 pm Divine Liturgy – Protection of the Theotokos

Thu Oct 1: Feast of the Protection of the Theotokos
                    11 am Confessions, 12 pm Divine Liturgy (St. Pius X)

Fri Oct. 2: 6 pm Confessions, 7 pm Divine Liturgy
                   IMO Magdaline Carr by her daughter-in-law Thereasa Carr

Sat Oct. 3: 5 pm Confessions, 6 pm Great Vespers

Sun Oct 4: Nineteenth Sunday After Pentecost
      7:45 am Rosary, 8 am Divine Liturgy
      IHO Alexandria Bacasa for her Birthday by Thereasa Carr

      6 pm Divine Liturgy
      
Divine Liturgies are open for intentions for this new year. If you would like to make an intention for a Liturgy, please call the office or fill out request form in the back of the church and give it to Fr. Michael.






























ON-LINE GIVING:  If you wish to make a monetary donation to our parish – you can do so on our website or by using this QR code.  Remember every dollar helps support the mission of our parish community.  Thank you.
[image: ]

PRAYER FOR OUR FOUR SAINTLY BISHOPS:  Please pray for the causes of our four Saintly Bishops and ask them to intercede for your specific intentions: O Almighty God, our Lord, we bless You, we praise You, and we thank you for all the graces which You, in Your infinite mercy have bestowed upon us. We are especially grateful for giving us four saintly and heroic Bishops: Bishop Theodore G. Romzha, Bishop Paul P. Gojdich OBSM, Bishop Basil Hopko, and Bishop Alexander Chira, who, by their courage, charity, and intrepid faith, inspired our Ruthenian people in the darkest moments of their history. By their great sufferings, humiliating imprisonment, and violent death they gave living witness to their Catholic faith and glorified Your exalted name. Therefore, O Gracious Lord, glorify them in return by Your divine power and inscribe their names in the book of Your Saints. For you are holy, our God, and we render glory to You, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, now and ever, and forever, Amen. With Ecclesiastical Approbation Acknowledgment of answered prayers: Postulator’s office, 54 Riverview Avenue, Pittsburgh, PA 15214, U.S.A.

PRAYER FOR SEMINARIANS:  Saints Cyril and Methodius, Venerable Apostles of the Slavs and Patrons of our Byzantine Catholic Seminary, we place our Seminarians in your loving care. Help them to grow in humility, meekness and prudence.  Enkindle in them a burning zeal for souls. May their hearts be filled with the gifts of the Holy Spirit and may they learn to know and love the church so that they may always and everywhere think, speak and act with Her, the Glorious Spouse of Christ. May they become exemplars of generosity and detachment from the things of this world. But above all, O Venerable Patrons, help them to truly know, love and serve the Eternal High Priest, Our Lord Jesus Christ, whose priests they aspire to be. Amen. 

St. Michael the Archangel, Defend us in battle. Be our protection against the wickedness and snares of the Devil. May God rebuke him, we humbly pray. And do thou, O Prince of the heavenly hosts, By the power of God, cast into hell Satan and all the evil spirits, who prowl throughout the world seeking the ruin of souls. Amen.
WEEKLY OFFERINGS/LITURGY ATTENDANCE FOR September 20:
Offering: $1,075	Attendance: 8 am: 15	6 pm:	16	Total: 31

SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES: 
May God grant you many happy and blessed years!
9/1 Gerald and Alexandria Bacasa Wedding Anniversary
9/4 Rosalie Yeo
9/4 Theodora Kunitz
9/21 Mary Yahuschek
9/24 Chanel Revilak

Don’t see your birthday or anniversary? Let us know so we can update the directory!

MORNING LITURGY COFFEE SOCIAL VOLUNTEERS: It is important that we spend time in conversation with one another.  To make it truly a time of sharing – we ask everyone to sign up to host a Sunday.  We look forward to seeing you!

EVENING LITURGY SOCIAL: The next Sunday Evening Social will be Sunday October 25, 2026. We look forward to seeing you!

BYZANTINE CATHOLIC WORLD: Interested in receiving the Archeparchy’s monthly newspaper?  Speak with Mary Dzurichko about getting signed up with Archeparchial events.

EASTERN CHRISTIAN FORMATION CLASSES (ECF):  Our ECF program meets the 2nd & 4th Sunday of the month at 5 pm in the hall.  For more info, please see Eugene Yeo

SAVE THE DATE: SAT. NOV 7TH FOR OUR SECOND SONGS & STORIES FROM THE MOUNTAINS: If you’re interested in volunteering for the event, please speak with Fr. Michael.  We need auction baskets/items by Sunday, Nov. 1!

SAVE THE DATE: SUN. DEC. 6 - 69TH ANNUAL ST. NICHOLAS CELEBRATION: Reserve your tickets for the premiere winter event of the Metropolia, by Sunday November 15th.  Adults $45, children ages 12 and under $20. 

SAINT OF THE DAY: 9/27 The holy martyr Callistratus and his companions. Raised a Christian, he became a soldier. Reported by one of his cohort as a believer, he was imprisoned and ordered to offer sacrifice to idols. He was tortured but remained faithful, inspiring forty-nine of his fellow-soldiers to accept Christ. They were killed by the sword. (304)
9/28 Our venerable father and confessor Chariton, in the Old Laura near Bethlehem in Palestine, abbot, who, diligent in prayer and fasting, founded many lauras in the desert. (362)
9/28 The holy martyr Wenceslaus, prince of the Czechs, who lead the Bohemians, trained in divine and human wisdom by his grandmother St. Ludmilla. He was severe toward himself but gentle in ruling his kingdom and merciful to the poor. He redeemed in large numbers of pagan slaves about to be sold that they might be baptized. After enduring many difficulties in ruling his subjects and in spreading the faith he was betrayed by his brother Boleslaus and killed by assassins in a church in Old Boleslavia [modern Altbunzlau] in Bohemia. (929)
9/28 The holy prophet Baruch. A disciple and faithful friend of the prophet Jeremiah, he foretold the return of the Jews from the Babylon, and the coming of the Son of God on earth. He was killed by Jews from Egypt, as was the prophet Jeremiah, in the 7th century BC.
9/28 The Synaxis of the Venerable Fathers of the Monastery of the Caves.
10/1 THE PROTECTION OF THE MOTHER OF GOD AND EVER-VIRGIN MARY. On October 1, 911, during the reign of emperor Leo the Wise, there was an all-night vigil in the Blachernae church of the Theotokos in Constantinople. Standing near the rear of the church was St. Andrew the Fool for Christ, and his disciple Epiphanius. At 4AM, the Theotokos appeared above the people with a veil in her hands, as if to protect them. She was surrounded by angels and saints. St. Andrew asked his disciple, “Do you see the Queen and Lady of all is praying for the whole world?”
10/1 The holy apostle Ananias, who baptized St. Paul in Damascus. (Acts 9:10-19)
10/1 Our venerable father Romanus, deacon, who merited the name "the Melodist" from his sublime art in composing ecclesiastical hymns in honor of the Lord and the saints. (496)
10/1 Our venerable mother Therese of the Child Jesus, who entered the Carmelite monastery of Lisieux in France while still a youth and was made a master of sanctity in Christ in innocence and simplicity. She taught a way of Christian perfection through spiritual childhood and poured herself out in the salvation of souls and in care for the mystical increase of the Church. She fell asleep in the Lord at age 25, on the 13th day of September. (1897)
10/2 The holy bishop martyr Cyprian. He was originally a pagan magician, in league with evil spirits. He was converted by the words and example of St. Justina and became a bishop of the church. He was beheaded with Justina in Nicomedia. (258)
10/2 The holy martyr Justina, who was brought to faith in Christ and then brought that same faith to her whole family. She was martyred with bishop Cyprian in Nicomedia. (258)
10/2 The holy Andrew, fool for Christ. By birth a Slav, he was bought as a slave and brought to Constantinople during the reign of emperor Leo the Wise. He was a man beautiful in body and in soul and was moved to adopt the ascesis of folly for Christ’s sake. Feigning madness by day and praying all night, he became a wonderworker in Constantinople. (911)
EPISTLE: Corinthians 9: 6-11
[bookmark: 55009007][bookmark: 55009008][bookmark: 55009009][bookmark: 55009010][bookmark: 55009011]Consider this: whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows bountifully will also reap bountifully.  Each must do as already determined, without sadness or compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.  Moreover, God is able to make every grace abundant for you, so that in all things, always having all you need, you may have an abundance for every good work.  As it is written: “He scatters abroad, he gives to the poor; his righteousness endures forever.”  The one who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will supply and multiply your seed and increase the harvest of your righteousness.  You are being enriched in every way for all generosity, which through us produces thanksgiving to God.

GOSPEL: Luke 5: 1-11
[bookmark: 50005002][bookmark: 50005003][bookmark: 50005004][bookmark: 50005005][bookmark: 50005006][bookmark: 50005007][bookmark: 50005008][bookmark: 50005009][bookmark: 50005010][bookmark: 50005011]While the crowd was pressing in on Jesus and listening to the word of God, he was standing by the Lake of Gennesaret.  He saw two boats there alongside the lake; the fishermen had disembarked and were washing their nets.  Getting into one of the boats, the one belonging to Simon, he asked him to put out a short distance from the shore. Then he sat down and taught the crowds from the boat.  After he had finished speaking, he said to Simon, “Put out into deep water and lower your nets for a catch.”  Simon said in reply, “Master, we have worked hard all night and have caught nothing, but at your command I will lower the nets.”  When they had done this, they caught a great number of fish and their nets were tearing.  They signaled to their partners in the other boat to come to help them. They came and filled both boats so that they were in danger of sinking.  When Simon Peter saw this, he fell at the knees of Jesus and said, “Depart from me, Lord, for I am a sinful man.”  For astonishment at the catch of fish they had made seized him and all those with him, and likewise James and John, the sons of Zebedee, who were partners of Simon. Jesus said to Simon, “Do not be afraid; from now on you will be catching men.”  When they brought their boats to the shore, they left everything* and followed him.

A WORD FROM FR. MICHAEL: I’ve always found it distasteful when preachers use their homily/sermon to ask the congregation for money. It is irreverent to squander the sacred time of worship and reflection in such ways to make a sales pitch. Epistles like the one we read today are sometimes applied for that sort of nonsense, using the word of God to guilt people to give even beyond their means. Thankfully, that is not what the passage is about.
Paul is elaborating on a common kind of adage.  You’ve likely all either heard or used the phrases: “you reap what you sow” or “what you give is what you get.”  These are simple concepts, and the principles they imply are self-evident.  Nothing in life comes easy, higher rewards demand higher risks, and nothing worthwhile is cheap.  The elaboration here points out that how much we invest in God, He returns to us back with interest according to what or how we gave.  If we have done something that was only a little good, a little bit better will come of it by the grace of God.  If we do great evil, we can rest assured that that evil will grow out of control until the grace of God comes to intervene.
We should be reminded of the Parable of the Talents, where two servants used their wits and hard work to double and triple the money their master had given them and so received even greater rewards: land, prestige, and responsibility.  Meanwhile, the man who sat on his talent and did nothing with it was severely punished and had less at the end of the day than what he had started with.
We hear that, “God loves a cheerful giver”.  When we give anything, be it our time, talents, or treasures, we should give freely, uncoerced, and with joy!  Generosity is a virtue, a wonderful thing for each of us to cultivate responsibly. When we participate in being generous, we should also, at the very least, act like we’re enjoying it.
Paul is not concerned with telling us what, how much, or how often it is we are to give, or even to whom, but he is telling us how we should approach our acts of generosity when we make them.  He warns us of the rewards for those that give abundantly in things that are useful as well as the rewards for those that give poorly, or in things that are useless.
I have worked with many parish communities that were dying, and many that were prospering, both financially and spiritually.  I have seen many parishes that were rolling around in money and people, but the community suffered for lack of spiritual drive.  Likewise, I have seen communities that had little to nothing in the way of funds or attendees, but they had heart and were overflowing with faith and devotion.  The latter parishes were always the parishes I would prefer to worship at rather the former.
If we want to see our faith grow in the world, locally, and in our hearts, we must be willing to give everything we can to do so.  We are not to give God out of our excess wealth, but we are to give excessively to God in all that we have and do.  Sometimes this is the tithe in the collection basket, sometimes it is in the volunteer hours we have with parish activities.  Most abundantly, though, if we are not giving our time in worship and prayer, be that public worship in the Church or private prayer in our homes then we ought to change that.
I cannot say broadly how this should be applied to each of us, as we all have our own capabilities and needs.  We must search ourselves in prayer and meditation to observe the needs of our community, the Church, our brothers and sisters in Christ, and the needs of our own souls.  If we do that, we will see how much we must give, how often we must give it, and what is useful to give.  God does not ask us for a few dollars a week just to keep the lights on (though I certainly appreciate it).  More than anything else, God asks for us to give Him our hearts, our minds, our souls, and our strengths so that all we have and all we are are in Him so that He may be always also in us.
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